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The Reward 
By Eleanor Bailey 
That they might know thee.—John 17:3 
know Thee in Thy fullness, Lord,— 
Is all my heart's desire. 
Sin’s pleasures long have mocked me, and 
Have scarred as with a fire. 
I heard Thy wondrous pleading, Lord, 
Received Thy grace divine ; 
I turned with joy, my fetters gone ; 
Said: ‘‘ Take this life, tis Thine.’’ + 
How did it happen, precious ‘Lord, 
My first love:grew.so.cold? 


I saw some lovely things, not marked 
As sins I’d known of old.. 


The cost of walking every day 
By faith, and not by sight, 

I had not counted, ‘for I thought 
The whole way must be light. 

Came darkness, fear, then faithless heart— 
‘¢ Oh, wherefore didst thou doubt? ”’ 

My Lord’s voice through the storm I heard, 
++] will not cast thee out.”’ 

Lord, fill me with Thy Spirit now, 
Whate’er the cost may be, 

A glorious recompense I’ll'know, 
In likeness unto Thee. 


we 
How to Obey God 


Obeying ‘God is our duty, and obeying 
God is impossible! For obedience is part 
of the Christian life, and the Christian 
life is a miracle of impossibility. It is just 
as impossible, for example, for any human 
being really to obey God in all that God 
requires as it would have been for the 
man born blind to get:his eyesight by using 
his will power; or for the incurable para- 
lytic to take up his ‘bed and walk by simply 
deciding to. How, then, can we hope to 
obey God? There is only one way. It is 


by trusting his Son to give us the miracu- 
lous power to do the impossible. Faith is 
the secret of obedience. By faith alone 
can we have the victory that enables us 
to obey. It is a common mistake to re- 
verse the order here, as some, even among 
Christian teachers and writers, mistakenly 
urge. Thus we are told that we may find, 
“as we listen to the voice of God, and as 
we obey him, a new way of victory through 
a new and real obedience to God.” But 
what if we have tried countless times to 
obey God and have failed? What about 
obeying God in loving our enemies, or by 
purity in our innermost heart-life, or by 
having no irritation or impatience in our 
hearts when things go wrong? When we 
have tried to obey, and cannot obey, what 
then? We must accept the miraculous vic- 
tory over these sins by faith in our vic- 
torious Christ before we can hope to obey 
in these matters. In other words, obedi- 
ence is not the secret of victory, but vic- 
tory is the secret of obedience. When we 
are trusting Christ for victory, the joy of 
miracle-obedience comes. 


- 
“Are Ye Not Better?” 


God has pledged himself to care for 
us. His resources are not reduced; his 
capital is not impaired; his arm is not 


shortened; his word cannot be broken; his 
love never faileth. Therefore he wants us 
to cast away our fears, but, he says re- 
assuringly, “Cast not away therefore your 
confidence” (Heb. 10: 35). There are many 
burdens that would crush us if we at- 
tempted to carry them; there are many 
cares too great for us. So the gracious 
invitation comes straight to wus today: 
“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he 
shall sustain thee” (Psa. 55:22). “Cast- 
ing all your care upon him; for he careth 
for you” (1 Pet. 5:7). Are we sure that 
God cares? Yes, we are sure, for God has 
given us his word; and his Son, our Sav- 
iour, has told us so. He reminds us that 
his heavenly Father, and ours, feeds and 
cares for-the birds of the air; then he asks 
the question: 
than they?” (Matt. 6:26). A child of 
God has written a beautiful bit of verse 
under the title, “Are Ye Not Better?” It 
reads, in part: 

He feedeth them,—the Héavenly Father 

feedeth, — 

The birds which cannot reap nor store away:. 
And to our care-worn spirits comes the 


challenge, 
“Are ye not better, — better far than they?” 


Are ye not better? Rise! Respond! Take 
courage ! 

Thy faithless fear, thy dread, cast far away: 

He feedeth them,— His fragile, feathered 
creatures, — 

And ye are better, — better far than they! 


Is the Lord's Prayer for Us Today ? 


A side light on the Sunday school lesson in this issue 


dered concerning the Christian's 

use of what is generally called the 
Lord’s Prayer. Was it given to Jew- 
ish disciples under law, or to Chris- 
tians under grace? Some ultra dispensa- 
tionalists teach that it is wholly on Jewish 
ground, us utterly legal in its approach to 
God, and therefore it is not for the use of 
Christians in this age. Other Christians, 
equally devout, but lacking, perhaps, a full 
understanding of the difference between 
the principles of law and of grace, are 
astounded at any questioning of its use, 
saying that Christ gave it and that is 
reason enough for any of his people in 
any age to use it. 

It does seem reasonable to suppose that 
our Lord, in giving his people one, and 
only one, model for their praying, should 
make that model as perfectly fitting for 
Christians under grace as for Jews under 
law. 

It is true that from one viewpoint the 


Mie earnest Christians are bewil- 


Lord’s Prayer does speak as Israel would 
under law. Yet from another, more glori- 
ous viewpoint, it is the voice of born-again 
children in the family of God, speaking to 
their Father. The difference is all in 
where we stand when we use it. If we 
stand at the Gospels, facing Old Testa- 
ment revelation as the sum of our knowl- 
edge, we shall pray the Lord’s Prayer as 
might a Jewish disciple under law before 
the cross. If we stand at the Gospels 
facing the New Testament, with all of 
Paul’s revelation to the Church added to 
our knowledge, we shall pray the Lord’s 
Prayer as a child of God by grace. 

At the time when Christ gave the prayer 
to his disciples, certainly intending them 
to use it, those disciples were still Jews; 
there was as yet no “Church.” The Law 
of Moses was still binding upon them, for 
it had not yet been fulfilled (Matt. 5: 17, 
18). They listened to Christ’s words in 
the light of their whole sum of knowledge, 
which was limited to the Old Testament. 


“Are ye not much better 
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And he, understanding their limitation, 
and being the matchless Teacher that he 
was, couched the phrases of the prayer in 
words that they could understand from 
their knowledge of God’s Old Testament 
revelation, all the while charging those 
very words with a depth of meaning those 
same men would only understand when 
the Holy Spirit later should teach them to 
cry, “Abba! Father!” 


Take, for example, the first phrase of 
the prayer (Matt. 6:9): to a Jew, the 
. words “Our Father which art in heaven” 
would have the meaning of Isaiah 63: 16, 
where Israel as a nation addresses Jehovah 
through their spokesman Isaiah: “Doubt- 
less thou art our father ... thou, O Lord, 
art our father, our redeemer; thy name 
is from everlasting.” The national nature 
of Israel’s sonship is clear also in Hosea 
11:1, where God says: “When Israel was 
a child, then I loved him.” Jews were 
accustomed to the idea that God’s rela- 
tionship to their nation was more intimate 
and personal than to other nations, but 
they had so far never heard of any pos- 
sibility of individual relationship: by re- 
birth, such as John afterward wrote about. 
When, therefore, the Lord taught his dis- 
ciples to speak to God, saying “Our 
Father,” it was the national thought 
of sonship that naturally came to their 
minds. 

But to a born-again Christian, the phrase 
“Our. Father which art in heaven” imme- 
diately recalls New Testament truth: “As 
many as received him, to them gave he 
the power to become the sons of God” 
(John 1:12). “Ye have received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father” (Rom. 8:15). As Christians we 
are at once conscious that we have been 
admitted to the family circle, the same to 
which John’s first Letter was written ad- 
dressing us as “little children.” We re- 
alize that the Lord’s Prayer is to be a 
family prayer for us, a family conclave, 
as it were, where each loving heart sig- 
nifies its oneness with the Father in all 
his purposes, and its willing, utter depend- 
ence upon him in all things. 

To a Christian also—and this is tre- 
mendously important—the phrase “Our 
Father,” while drawing believers into an 
intimate family group, definitely shuts out 
all unbelievers, for it suggests our Lord’s 
word in John 14:6: “No man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.” The argu- 
ment that this prayer is not in the name of 
Christ, and therefore is not for Christians 
to use, fades away when we remember 
this. In the light of the full revelation he 
has given us, the very speaking of the 
words “Our Father” is, to a truly born- 
again child of God, a confession of his 
Name by whom we come. 


Thus every phrase of the prayer can be 
seen to express one meaning: for a soul 
praying in the light of Old Testament 
truth only, and another meaning for a 
soul praying in the light of God’s later, 
fuller revelation. 

“Hallowed be thy name” carried great 
significance to a devout Jew who had been 
accustomed to hear false professors, dab- 
blers among all gods, call Jehovah by 
other names, and call their heathen gods 
by the names of. Jehovah, even saluting 
them as “Father.” To-pray that Jeho- 
vah’s name be holy was to claim his prom- 
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ises in Hosea 2:16, 17: “And it shall be 
at that day, saith the LORD, that thou 
shalt .. . call me no more Baali. For 
I will take away the names of Baalim out 
of her mouth”; and in Isaiah 48:11: “For 
how should my name be polluted? and I 
will not give my glory to another.” 

But from the point of view of a Chris- 
tian, to whom the name “Father” with its 
significance of personal relationship by re- 
birth is so precious and holy, the prayer 
“Hallowed be thy name” pleads that God 
will vindicate his name of “Father” by 
forbidding that it be used carelessly by im- 
postors who, while pretending to preach 
the universal Fatherhood of God to all 
mankind, stop their ears when he tells 
them: “Ye are of your father, the devil” 
(John 8: 44). 

The almost innumerable prophecies in 
the Old Testament concerning the kingdom 
to be set up for Israel in Palestine, with 
its capital at Jerusalem, its King David’s 
greater Son, are sufficient to justify any 
Jew in praying “Thy kingdom come.” Yet 
it is to be remembered that to a Jewish 
mind that kingdom was distinctly for Is- 
rael! Gentile blessing was a mere side 
issue with them, to be desired only because 
Gentile subjection would the more exalt 
themselves (Isa. 60 and 61). 

When Christians pray “Thy kingdom 
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come” there is not only the desire in our 
hearts to see our Lord exalted here on earth, 
but the thrill of knowing the secret that 
our heavenly Bridegroom has told us, that 
he shall surely come-.for us first, in order 
that we may share the kingdom with him. 

Of course, to be strictly literal, a Chris- 
tian praying to the Father “Thy: kingdom 
come,” with the full revelation of the New 
Testament before him (for instance, 1 Cor. 
15:24), would have in mind that end time 
when Christ shall have delivered his king- 
dom to the Father. But in this case, the 
prayer would still include desire for all 
the glorious events to take place between 
now and then. 

“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven” was a continuation of the Jewish 
thought of the kingdom. But the words 
“Thy will be done” are to the Christian’s 
heart a precious echo straight from the 
garden of Gethsemane. Our lips may not 
dare to form them unless there is in our 
hearts that same submission to the Father’s 
will that our Lord expressed. 

“Give us this day our daily bread” seems 
a simple request, as daily bread is obviously 
as necessary for the child of God by grace 
as for the Jewish disciple under law. There 
exists even here, however, a vast differ- 
ence in the meaning these words may hold 

(Continued on page 143) 
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One Letter in a Thousand 


“All other authors,” said Andrieux, 
French poet and one-time secretary of the 
French Academy (1829), “can hope for 
praise; lexicographers can only hope to 
escape criticism.” Perhaps the lot of an 
editor is not so hard as that of the lexi- 
cographers, who make our dictionaries, but 
constant streams of criticism pour into edi- 
torial offices, and one of these troubled 
streams runs into THE SuNpAY ScHOOL 
Times offices. This is not surprising; but 
the bitterness displayed and the harsh lan- 
guage sometimes used in letters from Chris- 
tian men and women do occasion a little 
surprise among, members of the editorial 
staff. For example, one recent correspond- 
ent’s brief and “restrained” comment on a 
series of articles in the Times (which, by 
the way, were not controversial) was that 
they were “abominable.” 

The editors’ of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times do give” heed to the criticisms, and 
if there is justice in the criticisms the staff 
tries to profit by them. But the editors 
of the Times are deeply grateful for the 
hundreds of encouraging letters received 
from thoughtful men and women who take 
a few moments out of busy days to ex- 
press their appreciation. However, it is 
not often that the staff receives such a 
letter as the following: 


Some of your staff will probably remem- 
ber the letter I wrote you on February 12, 
1935, severely and harshly criticizing the 
eerertning policy of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 

IMES, 


I have just been rereading a carbon copy 
of that letter, and I am convinced that it 
was not written in the spirit of brotherly 
love which ought to exist between Chris- 


tians. I wish to ask your forgiveness for 
having such a mean, critical spirit. 
Thank God for 1 John 1:9. 


To this the Editor replied: 


I sincerely appreciate your hearty apology 
for the letter you wrote us last February, 
and I assure you we heartily extend to 
you the forgiveness for which you so sin- 
cerely ask. I rejoice with you in that 
precious assurance from God of 1 John'1: 9, 
for I have needed it myself so grievously, 
and it has become very vital to me. 


May the New Year be rich with God’s 
best blessings to you. 


What a beautiful example the Canadian 
reader’s letter is of Christian humility and 
thoughtfulness! As most Christians know, 
1 John 1:9 reads: “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” It is doubtful whether any of the 
staff did remember the February letter, 
but the second letter, received in December, 
ten months later, was very welcome. 

Needless to say, this reader’s letter was 
not written for publication, and it is given 
here only with the permission of the writer. 
If more of this same spirit of humility 
and true repentance were manifest among 
Christians today, there would not be so 
many “impossible” situations. There are 
Sunday school boards, church sessions, and 
mission committees and councils today 
where the members are at odds with one 
another. They are deadlocked, like the 
rivers jammed with ice at this time of year. 
But if even one member would -do as this 
Christian brother has done,: and humbly ask 
for forgiveness, the “ice” might'‘begin to 


-melt, and soon the streams of’ God’s grace 


and blessing would flow freely again. 
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Making Atheists by Teaching Evolution 


Why ‘there are twice as many infidels in college today 
‘ | as they were twenty years ago 


By Dan Gilbert 








how evolution ‘serves as a buttress -of 
™ the argument for atheism as advanced 
by godless instructors. The professors of 
atheism in our universities hold that a 
study of evolution reveals positively that 
the process is ‘ot intelligently directed ; 
they teach that evolutionary progress is 
the result of chance. And in support of 
this position ‘they cite such statements of 
recognized authorities as that made by the 
noted Henry Fairfield Osborn in his “The 
Origin and Evolution of Life’: “Chance 
is the very essence of . . . evolution.” 
Chance is the “very essence” of evolu- 
tion; and if evolution is the universal prin- 
ciple controlling all creation, then the 
universe is controlled by chance! That is 
the teaching of ‘the atheist professors. 
In the so-called “facts of evolution,” they 


Te RETURN to a consideration of 


find many evidences which they cite in ° 


support of their ‘theory that the world and 
man are not products of an Intelligent De- 
signer. The enormous waste of time, the 
blundering inefficiency of the process, the 
aimless production of billions of misfits 
and monstrosities —all these are cited as 
evidence that ‘there is no Creator and that 
man is “a cosmic accident.” To quote the 
words of one university professor who 
holds that “the facts of evolution refute 
the very God idea”: 


A Professor Assails ‘Modernists 


‘Tf a man sets out to build :+him- 
self a modest ‘home, ‘he does not con- 
struct an aquarium, and then remodel 
it into a chicken coop, and then into 
a pig sty, and then into a-dairy, and then 
into a horse barn, and then into a nfe- 
nagerie, and finally—after unnumbered 
decades — into a home for himself. Yet 
the Modernists tell us that God set out 
to make of the earth a home for a being 
of spiritual possibilities known as man. So 
His ‘method of creation’ was to follow a 
procedure infinitely more asinine than that 
I have just described. For millions of 
years such impossible, pointless monstrosi- 
ties as dinosaurs and saber-toothed tigers 
were the highest form of life on earth. 
Life was forced into ten million grotesquely 
shaped different molds before it finally was 
cast in the form of an ape-like creature 
which passed for a man. That method 
of creation would do discredit to the most 
brainless idiot who ever lived; it is a 
mad man’s method -of creation—if it is 
a method at all. ...” 

In another lecture, this professor denied 
God on the basis of evolution in these 
words: “Let us consider the cost of evo- 
lution in blood and suffering —and see if 
any one other than a cruel monster would 
purchase ‘human fife at such a price. Sup- 
pose a man set out to train fighting cocks 
—and his method consisted of pitting dogs 
against dogs, and cats against cats, and all 
life against all other life; suppose he did 
this for year after year and made ‘his 


This is the second part of a chapter 
from Mr. Gilbert’s recent book, ‘‘Evo- 
lution: the Root of All Isms.” In the 
first part, published here last week, 
Mr. Gilbert gave the startling results of 
a questionnaire sent out by Professor 
Leuba of Bryn Mawr College to a re- 
presentative group of American scien- 
tists. They were asked whether they 
believed in God and immortality, and 
the percentage of unbelievers was very 
high. But most, if not all, of these men 
believe in evolution, and from these 
facts and others Mr. Gilbert showed 
that one cannot intelligently believe in 
God and evolution at the same time. 

His book may be obiained from the 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Gar- 
den Street, Philadelphia, cloth, $1, 
paper, 50 cents; 10 cents to be added 
for postage. 








farm run red with blood, and then after 
many years, suppose he finally turned his 
attention to training fighting cocks — what 
would you say of that man? Would you 
think him both a fool and a fiend? What 
would be the sense of pitting dogs against 
dogs — if cocks were the objective? Well, 
what of the evolutionary struggle for ex- 
istence? If the evelution of man was the 
objective, then what was the purpose in 
the titanic struggles of the great masto- 
dons? If, truly, there is a God back of 
evolution and he was intent on the crea- 
tive evolution of man through bloody strug- 
gle, why didn’t he get to the point? Why 
didn’t he minimize the bloodshed and 
slaughter? Why didn’t he make the strug- 
gle, and the slaughter, count for something ? 
Why all the useless and cruel struggle of 
beasts marked for extinction? The san- 
guinary struggle of the giant monstrosities 
spawned by evolution delayed —it did not 
advance — evolutionary progress. The ad- 
vent of the first ape-like men was retarded 
by thousands of years through this sense- 
less struggle of misfits and monstrosities. 
... If you set out to make a suit of clothes, 
you don’t spend years and years evolving 
masquerade ccstumes that don’t fit you. If 
an Intelligent Being set out to evolve a 
man, he wouldn’t spend millions of years 
evolving grotesque mistakes, animals with- 
out a chance to escape extinction. The 
whole history of evolution reveals and wit- 
nesses that there is no Intélligence back of 
the process. You cannot understand evolu- 
tion and believe in God.” 


Increasing Unbelief Today 

The foregoing is simply a sample of the 
way professorial crusaders for godlessness 
are using evolution as the basis of atheism, 
just as they are using evolution as the 
foundation stone of all the other “isms” 
which afflict America and the world. If 
this constitutes a misuse or a mistaken use 
of the doctrine —tlet the religious evolu- 
tionists demonstrate the fact! If evolution 
is truly an ennobling rather than a degrad- 
ing doctrine, if it truly is a pillar of sup- 





port to religion rather than to atheism, let 
us see the proof, let us see it demonstrated. 
The thousands of sermons preached on 
“Evolution Gives Me a Larger Conception 
of God,” “Evolution Ennobles. and En- 
hances Religion,” have not reached the 
scholars of the nation; nor have. they 
reached the youth of the land. 

The thousands of essays written on the 
general theme, “I Believe in God and Evo- 
lution,” have been written in vain. Dr. 
Leuba bears witness to this fact in his 
afore-mentioned article in Harper’s; for in 
that article he shows that, despite the 
efforts of the “reconcilers,” a constantly 
increasing percentage of scientists are find- 
ing evolution and religion irreconcilable. 
He proves this by comparing the result of 
his 1933 investigation of the religious be- 
liefs of American scientists with the results 
of a similar survey which he made back 
in 1914: “In the inquiry of 1914 the be- 
lievers amounted to 42 per cent, against 30 
per cent in 1933; the disbelievers to 42 
per cent, against 56 per cent; and the 
doubters to 17 per cent, against 14 per cent. 
A marked increase in unbelief during the 
last two decades is thus recorded.” 

More and more scientists find it impos- 
sible to believe in both God and evolution. 
More and more of the scientific evolution- 
ists are becoming agnostics and atheists. 
The romantic “reconciliations” of religion 
and evolution have not reached or im- 
pressed them! 


Investigating Two Colleges 


We have already seen that the “light” 
of the religious evolutionists has not 
dawned upon our great educational centers. 
Our university professors and high school 
teachers have not been persuaded to teach 
evolution as “God’s method of creation” ; 
instead, they increasingly teach it as the 
proof and pillar of atheism. And asa 
result, atheism is rampantly on the increase 
among students as well as among profes- 
sors. 

In his investigation of the religious be- 
liefs of students, Dr. Leuba found that in 
a large and progressive American college, 
which he calls College A, in 1933, only 27 
per cent of the Seniors were believers. 
In 1914, he found that at this same col- 
lege 7o per cent of the Seniors were be- 
lievers. (At another college, which he 
calls College B, in 1933, Dr. Leuba found 
that only 5 per cent of the Seniors believed 
in immortality !) 

Dr. Leuba also gives some interesting 
figures regarding the religious beliefs of 
freshmen entering college. At College A, 
he found, in 1914, that 80 per cent of the 
new students were believers. But in 1933 
only 42 per cent were believers. Why? 
Because between 1914 and 1933 the teaching 
of evolution was widely introduced into the 
high schools! 

Before 1914, evolutionary. teachings, to 
the extent that they were prevalent at all, 
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were largely confined to the colleges; they 
seldom seeped down into the high schools. 
But during the past two decades, the second- 
ary schools have become saturated with 
evolutionary teachings. What is the re- 
sult? Dr. Leuba’s survey shows that over 
fifty per cent of our high school students 
are being converted into disbelievers before 
they graduate from secondary school and 
enter college! The religious evolutionists 
tell us that one can make evolutionists 
without making atheists, that evolution can 
be taught without destroying or disturbing 
religious belief. But the evidence shows 
that our high school teachers have not 
been successful in doing this. The religious 
evolutionists should either show them how 
or admit that it can’t be done. 

Is it not time for a “showdown”? Is it 
not time to demand of the “compromisers” 
and the “reconcilers” that they show some- 
thing in the way of results for their efforts, 
their promises, and their boasts? Let them 
wrest evolution, as an intellectual weapon, 
from the atheists! Let them demonstrate 
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their oft-repeated claim that evolution is 
the friend and not the foe of religion! 
Let them make their widely-heralded 
“light” effective and penetrating where it 
is needed most—in secular educational 
circles! Let them refute the scholarly 
arguments of the atheist professors who 
use evolution as the foundation stone of their 
godless gospel! Let them do this —or 
confess their own futility and falsity. Let 
them do this—or concede that they are 
decoys and dupes of the forces of athe- 
ism. Let them do this—or stop operating 
as false prophets who are giving aid and 
assistance to the enemies of religion. 

The responsibility, the obligation, rests 
upon the religious evolutionists: they must 
demonstrate that their doctrine of evolution 
can and will produce the kind of fruitage 
which. they loudly claim for it—or they 
must be prepared to accept the status of 
false prophets, misleaders, who intention- 
ally or otherwise are advancing the growth 
and spread of the leprous “isms” which are 
poisoning the life of the Christian world. 








Scriptural hymns and recitations, and 
| Bible passages on the resurrection 








“Trumpets of Victory” —an Easter Service 


By Mary Brainerd Smith 














OreNING SENTENCES: 


Leader—“Praise ye the Lord. Praise God 
in his sanctuary: praise him in the firma- 
ment of his power. 
“Praise him for his mighty acts: praise 
him according to his excellent greatness. 
“Praise him with the sound of the 
trumpet” (Psa. 150: 1-3). 


Oreninc Hymn—“Thine Is the Victory.” 


(Tune, “Heaven Is My Home.”) 


Thine is the victory, 

Jesus, today ; 
Rising from out the tomb, 

Living for aye. 
Through the grave’s portal passed, 
Death could not hold Thee fast, 
Triumph is Thine at last, 

Death owns Thy sway. 


Thine is the victory, 
Jesus, alone. 
No hand hath conquered death, 
Only Thine own. 
Thou Lord of earth and Heaven, 
Who hast Thy lifeblood given 
That mortal chains be riven, 
Triumph hast known. 


Thine is the victory, 
Jesus, we sing 4 

As through the heavenly heights 
Thy praises ring. 

Glory and laud and praise 

Our thankful hearts would raise 

To Thee through endless days, 
Thou Victor-King. 


ScrRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader—‘In the day of your gladness, ... 
ye shall blow with the trumpets .. . for 
a memorial before your God” (Num. 
10: 10). 

Boys—“Thou, Lord, hast made me glad 
through thy work: I will triumph in the 
works of thy hands. O Lord, how great 
are thy works!” (Psa. 92: 4, 5-) 

Girls—“We declare unto you glad tidings, 
how that the promise ,.which was made 
unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the 

same unto us their children, in that he 


hath raised up Jesus again” (Acts 13: 
32, 33). 

Leader—“Sing forth the honour of : his 
name. . . . Make the voice of his praise 
to be heard” (Psa. 66: 2, 8). 


Boys—“For he hath done marvellous 
things: his right hand, and his holy 
arm, hath gotten him the victory” (Psa. 
98:1). 

Girls—“The Lord is risen indeed” (Luke 
24:34). “Who hath abolished death, and 
hath brought life and immortality to 
light” (2 Tim. 1:10). 


Primary Hymn—“Earth Is Glad on 
Easter Day.” 
(Tune, “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross.”) 
Earth is glad on Easter Day — 


Happy birds are singing, 
All the fields and gardens gay 
With the flowers springing. 


Chorus 
Sweetest songs, sweetest songs, 
Songs of Easter praising, 
To our risen Jesus now 
Joyfully we're raising. 


Hearts are glad on Easter Day — 
Praise and glory giving 

Jesus, in the grave who lay, 
But who now is living. (Cho.) 


Junior Exercise—‘“Easter Answers.” 


t. By wicked men was Jesus slain. 
Did they then victory o’er Him gain? 

2. To life from out the grave Christ rose, 
More mighty than His strongest foes. 

3. White linen wrapped Christ’s body round. 
Was He by graveclothes held and bound? 

4. He cast them off, and at the view, 
His friends His resurrection knew. 

5. Before Christ’s tomb a stone they rolled. 
Could that His rising bar or hold? 

6. When angels rolled the stone away, 
The grave was empty where He lay. 

7. They sealed the door; but, as twas meant, 
Could that His coming forth prevent? 

8. No seal had strength to hold Him fast. 

Out from the tomb to life He passed. 
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9. They set a guard there, too. Could they 
Do aught to keep Christ back that day? 


10. They - watched, but when the Lord 


appeared, 
They fell as dead men there, and feared. 
11. Since Adam, every man has died. 
Could death then conquer Christ beside? 


12. Christ conquered death, and Christ alone, 
And He death’s power has overthrown. 


ScrIPTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader—‘With trumpets and sound of cor- 
net make a joyful noise before the Lord, 
the King.” “Make a loud noise, and re- 
joice, and sing praise” (Psa. 98:6, 4). 


Boys—“To him be glory both now and for 
ever” (2 Pet. 3: 18). 
“For he hath triumphed gloriously” 
(Exod. 15:21). 


Girls—“Jesus Christ our Lord, ... de- 
clared to be the Son of God with power, 
. .. by the resurrection from the dead” 
(Rom, 1:3, 4). 


Leader—“Sing forth the honor of his name. 
Make the voice of his praise to be heard 
(Psa. 66: 2, 8). 

“Sing aloud unto God our strength. 
. . . Blow up the trumpet ... on our 
solemn feast day” (Psa. 81:1, 3). 


Boys—*"Blessed be his glorious name for 
ever” (Psa. 72:19). 

“Whom God hath raised up, having 
loosed the pains of death: because it was 
not possible that he should be holden 

. of it”? (Acts 2:24). 
Girls—“I know that my redeemer liveth” 
(Job 19: 25). 

“Christ being raised from the dead 
dieth no more; death hath no more do- 
minion over him” (Rom. 6:9). 


Junior Hymn—“When Comes Your Day 
of Gladness.” 


(Tune, “The Morning Light Is Breaking.”) 


“When comes your day of gladness,” 
The Lord said long ago, 
“Upon the silver trumpets 
Ye shall not fail to blow.” 
The music they were bidden 
To sound forth loud and clear 
That God’s great name be honored 
By all both far and near. 


On our great day of gladness, 
So precious to God’s own, 
Christ’s day of resurrection, 
Let trumpets still be blown; 
Let praise, like silver trumpets, 
In sweet tones now resound, 
Till Jesus’ name and triumph 
Be known the world around. 


Sing praises with rejoicing, 

Shout forth Christ Jesus’ fame, 
And unto Him give glory 

Due to His blessed name; 
For marvelous and mighty 

The deeds His hand hath wrought, 
As over death He triumphed, 

And man’s salvation brought. 


Then blow ye with the trumpets, 
Yea, blow them loud and clear, 

Till o’er the lands and nations 
The people all shaH hear. 

’Tis Jesus who hath conquered, 
*Tis Jesus who can save, 

By His great, risen power, 
From sin and from the grave. 


INTERMEDIATE ExercisE—“Flower Trum- 
pets.” 


First Child (carrying Easter lilies)— 
The lilies lift their trumpets high, 
And though no voice is heard, 
Their beauty speaks the praise of Him 
Who formed them by His word, 
Who clothed them in more splendid dress 
Than robes a king might know; 
And they, who bloom at His command, 
His power and glory show. 
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They teach that life, though buried deep, 
May rise in radiant bloom; 

A parable of Christ, who rose 
To life from out the tomb. 


Second Child (carrying trumpet daffodils) 


The trumpets of the daffodils, 
That gleam like shining gold, 

The praises of their Maker, too, 
In silent grace unfold. 

The purpose of His holy will 
Unfailing they obey, 

Who by His hand hath robed them all 
In glorious array. 

They likewise picture to our faith 
The Easter truth divine, 

That life, God-given, shall from the grave 
In beauty rise and shine. 


OFFERING AND OFFERTORY PRAYER. 


ScripTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader—“Sing praises to God, sing 
praises.” “Shout unto God with the 
voice of triumph” (Psa. 47:6, 1). 


Boys—“Thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). 


Girls—“God hath both raised up the Lord, 
and will also raise up us by his own 
power” (1 Cor. 6:14). 

“That God in all things may be glori- 
fied through Jesus Christ, to whom be 

. praise and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen” (1 Pet. 4: 11). 


INTERMEDIATE ExercisesS—“The Words of 
the Risen Lord.” 


1. To Mary, who first saw Him risen, 
“Why weepest thou?” He said ;- 
For He was living, and her heart 
Should have rejoiced instead. 
And Jesus comforts all. our hearts 
By His own promise true, : . 
That those who trust Him, though they die, 
Shall rise to life anew. 


. “Be not afraid,” He said again 

To women grieving sore, 

For He had overcome death’s power, 
And was alive once more. 

And death no longer need we fear, 
Since that glad Easter Day; : 

For death Christ conquered, and His own 
Shall live with Him alway. 


3. And Thomas, doubting till he saw, 

Christ Jesus thus addressed, 

“Tis those who see not, yet believe 
Who are the truly blest.” : 

And we, who now believe on Him, 
Are with His grace endued, 

And in our lives the richness know 
Of that beatitude. 


4. Of Peter, who had failed Him so, 

Christ asked this question thrice, 

“Dost thou love Me the best?” for love, 
Love only can _ suffice. ° 

And still He asks of all of His 
The best love of the heart, 

For only then can Jesus live 
In us and life impart. 


5. And to His own disciples true 
Christ gave His great command, 
“Go ye, and preach My Gospel news 
To those of every land.’ 

And that command Christ Jesus speaks 
To all His followers still, 

And they who love their living Lord 
Haste to obey His will. 


6. And to His followers He gave 

A wondrous promise, too, — ° 

“Lo, I am with you all the days,” 
And all have proved it true. 

Still does that promise stand unchanged 
To those who hold Him dear. 

Through all life’s day He is the Friend 
Abiding ever near. 


7. And once again unto His own 
Christ spoke so wondrously, — 
‘All power in heaven and earth,” He said, 
“Is given unto Me.” 
And He is. still our risen Lord 
With power infinite ; 
And those who go forth in His name 
Shall conquer in His might. 
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Hymn—‘Hail the Conqueror !” 


(Tune, “Hail to the Brightness of Zion’s 
Glad Morning.”) 


Christ in our stead died on Calvary’s 
mountain, 
Bore all the bitter injustice and scorn, 
Suffered the death of all deaths the most 
shameful ; 


But as a Victor He rose Easter morn. 


Chorus 
Hail to the Christ who comes forth as a 
Conqueror ; 
Many. the crowns that His brow shall 
adorn. 
Hail to the Christ who was slain upon 
Calvary, 


But as a Victor arose Easter morn. (Cho.) 


’Twas for love’s sake He endured the sharp 
nail-prints, 
Anguish of spirit and body all torn, 
Bled there and died in the darkness of mid- 


ight 
But as a Victor arose in the morn. (Cho.) 


With His high majesty sneered at and 
flaunted, ; 
Mocked by His murderers, who crowned 
Him with thorn, 
Death seemed to conquer, and evil to triumph; 
But as a Victor He rose Easter morn. 


Friendless, forsaken, yet never repining, 
With but one cry of deep agony borne; 
Yet shining angels through Heaven’s opened 

portals 
Greeted the Victor who rose Easter morn. 
(Cho.) 
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AvpRESS BY SUPERINTENDENT OR PASTOR. 


Ciosinc Hymn—“Alleluia, Hail Him Glo- 
rious |” 


(Tune, “Hark, Ten. Thousand Harps and 
V oices.”’) 


Alleluia! Hail Him glorious, 
Jesus, who in mortal strife 
Came from out the grave victorious, 
Rose again to deathless life. 
Round the world from sea to sea 
Sound the trump of victory! 
Alleluia! Alleluia ! 
Alleluia! Amen, 


Alleluia! Sing to Jesus, 
Who triumphant comes to save. 
By His piercéd hand He frees us 
From the shackles of the grave. 
Round the world from sea to sea 
Sound the trump of victory! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Amen. 


Allelulia! Shout with gladness 
Jesus’ conquering power and might, 
Who from death’s dark night of sadness 
Life immortal brings to light. 
Sound the trump of victory! 
Alleluia! Alleluia ! 
Alleluia! Amen. 

Leader—“Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, 
and the power, and the glory, and the 
victory, and the majesty. . . . Now there- 
fore, our God, we thank thee, and praise 
thy glorious name” (1 Chron. 29: 11, 13). 


BENEDICTION. 














They Prefer the Gospel to Side Shows |} 


Belgians who came to a meeting in a makeshift 
hall rather than go to a carnival near by 


By Edith F. Norton 








The blare and wheeze of overworked calliopes, the sickening smell of fried things and 
liquor, the breath-taking sweep of flimsy swings and ferris wheels, dazzling lights, the 
hoarse cries of hawkers, the shouts and maudlin laughter of people in revelry lasting till 
the small hours of the morning — these are the accompaniments of Belgian street fairs 
and carnivals, and they are all too familiar to the workers of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 


sion. 


In this article Mrs. Norton tells of a group of Christians who have turned their 
backs on such tawdry amusements and set their faces toward Heaven. 


It is for such 


earnest groups as this that the prayers and financial support of American Christians 
are needed. Gifts may be sent to the Treasurer, C. G. Trumbull, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


E ENTER the hall, and, pushing 
W ex: way to the front through close 

ranks of Belgians, catch our breath 
and look about us. We have come by 
automobile from Brussels to attend the 
night meeting here at Looz, or Borgloon, 
as it is interchangeably designated. This 
new little post is the precious fruit of a 
tent meeting in 1934,— that summer cam- 
paign in tents and Gospel cars purchased 
by the last outflow of the energy of Mr, 
Norton, as he journeyed to the limits of 
his strength, laying upon the hearts of his 
friends the opportunity for summer evan- 
gelizing, for which no funds were avail- 
able. And he won the sum necessary, and 
the campaign was carried through to glori- 
ous victory, with Looz, St. Mard, Jemelle, 
and Tirlemont, all opened up to permanent 
work because of his vision. 

We find ourselves here in Looz in a 
brick storeroom transformed into a tem- 
porary hall of meeting. This place has 
been loaned free of charge by Mr. D., a 
fruit merchant, of whom more a little later. 
The people, fully seventy in number, are 
all seated upon empty fruit crates, — it is 
an amusing sight, were it not so inspiring, 





—with the whole audience utterly obliv- 
ious of their fragile and uncomfortable 
seats, swallowed up as they are in eager 
interest in the proceedings. When men- 
tioning the crudity of walls and seats one 
must not forget to mention the aesthetic 
touch which reveals an instinct of fineness 
in the simplest of Belgian peasant mental- 
ity. At the one window is a deep curtain 
covered with hand wrought embroidery and 
bearing several transverse panels of real 
Belgian lace. 

It is amazing to see so large a number 
Gesent that Sunday evening, since outside, 
as in all the Belgian towns, a pre-Lent car- 
nival is in full swing, bands blaring, daz- 
zling lights attracting, all kinds of alluring 
side shows extending their varied appeal 
to the onlookers. But inside that make- 
shift place of meeting are seventy souls, 
with eyes and ears intent upon the simplest 
of Gospel messages, many a face shining 
with new-found joy, and a surprisingly 
large number of open Bibles in evidence as 
the people follow the prophetic message. 

How these new converts enjoy allusions 
to their own past. pet superstitions! When 
the speaker mentions the fanatical and 





142 * 


foolish devotion to St. Antonius or St. 
Theresa, two favorite saints of the country- 
side, they look at each other, smiling 
shamefacedly as they think upon their past 
extravagances and blind idolatry, now so 
ludicrous and shameful. 

At the back sits Mr. D., the fruit mer- 
chant who is not at all a Christian, — but 
we have strong hopes of his conversion. 
He is an ardent Socialist, open-minded and 
‘ Jarge-hearted, who listens to our Gospel 
‘ messages in his freely given hall with great 
pleasure, although he knows we have no 
political bias and that we denounce unspar- 
‘ ingly the worldly life of which he is part. 
He it was who was our Cyrus, when the 
Roman Catholics would have kept our tent 
out of Looz. At that time I wrote of the 
incident : 

“At Looz, near Tongres, at first the op- 
‘ position was formidable. The Catholic 
Burgomaster, when approached for per- 
mission, wrote one word, Refusé on a sheet 
of paper and thus apparently shut us out 
of the village. But God designed other- 
wise. A man, a member of the village 
council, who at one time had attended our 
‘meetings in Tongres, hearing of this, ar- 
ranged to give us a corner of the hospital 
grounds and had cut down two or three 
trees that our tent might have plenty of 
space. He also arranged that the electric 
lights should be provided from the hospital 
“installation, The meetings that ensued were 

excellent, the crowds streamed in to hear 
the Gospel, filling the tent the very first 
night.” 
' Who are these people into whose eyes 
we look that night of meeting? Before us 
are at least twelve people whose conver- 
sion is unquestionable, “not sudden but sure 
sunk-in conversions,” as the Flemish 
worker quaintly describes them. Many of 
the other auditors are professed converts or 
seekers, with a small sprinkling of the 
mildly interested. Of the first group, the 
truly converted ones, are some who in the 
past have been confirmed drunkards, who 
relate now how detestable to them has be- 
come drink and its allied evils. They love 
to recount their deliverance from this “de- 
mon.” One man delights in telling of his 
change from an impossible brute in his 
family life, to one who loves to help his 
wife in every manner possible. A woman 
and her daughter are among the most faith- 
ful and zealous, proclaiming the Good News 
of salvation “in season, out of season” far 
and wide. The husband and father has 
forbade them to attend the meetings, but 
when the daughter became ill through grief 
the ban was lifted for her. 

As I go about weekly from post to post 
in the provinces God does indeed give me 
“treasures of darkness, and hidden riches 
of secret. places” (Isa. 45:3), for when I 
put the invitation for consecration or for 
acceptance of Christ, there are inevitably 
responses. It is beyond words thrilling 
to visit Villerodx in Wallonie or Ichte- 
ghem in Flanders and see almost the whole 
audience put up their hands while eyes 
overflow with tears, pledging themselves 
to entire surrender to Christ’s Lordship. 
O‘ten, too, there’ dre conversions, ‘as at 
Tirlemont, where- fifteen people decided 
when the invitatiori’ was given, subsequent 
interviews! With them showing ‘genuine sin- 
cerity in their confession-of Christ. 

One night at Willebroeck a woman de- 
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cided for Christ when I spoke. She then 
began to endeavor to lead her husband to 
the Lord. One day on his knees he made 
his decision. Throwing up his hands he 
said, “I will accept Christ.” This decision 
means, as he realizes, giving up his sole 
means of livelihood, for he owns a merry- 
go-round with which he travels from fair 
to fair. They are ready, however, for 
the sacrifice and convinced that God will 
sustain them. 

So we could go on and on, recounting 
triumph of grace. Is it not wonderful what 
God is doing in this corner of Europe? 
And should we not, who read, seek fully 
to co-operate with the Holy Spirit in this 
His outworking? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
. postage is enclosed. 


Mother Ruth: I am not a girl, but I feel 
something has prompted me to write you. I 
am hoping you can help me. 

I have started going with a girl I love very 
much. I went with her a few years ago, but 
for various reasons we separated, which I 
think foolish now. All through the intervening 
period I loved her. For the past few months, 
she has been away. Since coming home, she 
seems so indifferent. She seems to be getting 
away from her mother’s God and my God, yet 
she professes his name. I don’t mean to be 
judging. 

Last night being Sunday, we were in the 
company of a number of other young people. 
One boy said he was going to smoke, and one 
of the girls said, “If you do, we will have one 
on you.” So he passed them around; I was 
the only one who did not take one. 

All of us profess Him as our Saviour. It 
hurt me deeply, when she really took one and 
lit it. Her brother asked her not to. After 
going two blocks I turned the corner and came 
home, instead of going with them. Did I do 
right? I was hurt too deeply to stay. 

I have prayed much about it. I simply can- 
not go with a girl who has such a low stand- 
ard. We already have several advance en- 
gagements. Wh2et should I do? Should I talk 
to her, and if so, how? Should I refuse her? 
Should I continue and fulfill the engagements? 
I love her much, so please tell me what to 
do. I do not want her to have a name as one 
girl does who was with us and is talked 
about. What should I have done? 


Y DEAR BOY: In reading your 

letter there arose within me a great 
thanksgiving that you were true to your 
colors! Yes, you did right to take your 
stand, and prove yourself a “workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed.” ‘The influence 
of that night will be felt and seen longer 
than you realize. That you had the cour- 
age to take your stand will honor and glo- 
rify your Lord jesus. That you separated 
yourself from them as you did was an act 
which spoke louder than words, and gave 
them to understand just where you stood 
and the kind of Christian you are. Don’t 
have any regrets for your action, but rather 
be thankful that you were led to take your 
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stand when the Enemy was encamped so 
close. -That was a victory for the side of 
righteousness ! 

Now what shall you do? Be honest, and 
see this girl and talk over with her just 
the things she is doing. If she has been 
led away for an evening, and is sorry for 
it and is truly repentant, you may save her. 
If she is rebellious and does not conform 
to the real, true life of the Christian, then 
ask her to release you from the engage- 
ments and be excused. God will be with 
you, and will see you over this hard place 
in your life. Do not weaken, for it is of 
too much importance to you and to her 
that you should be strong and courageous 
and show that your Christianity is not a 
profession without a possession. Let her 
see that Jesus Christ is a reality to you 
and that you will not dishonor him. 


I wonder if you have any conception of 
your influence over the girls with whom 
you associate. Your attitude toward this 
smoking question may do an incalculable 
good, if you will take your stand and let 
it be known. Girls smoke in the beginning 
because they think it is smart and that it 
will bring them the admiration of the boys. 
How mistaken she can be you have shown 
your friend, and you have proved, in a 
test, that you were true to your ideals. 
May you remain firm in your stand for 
the Lord and your standards! 

If this should break the friendship be- 
tween you and this girl, even then you 
must be brave and stedfast. No compro- 
mise! Your Lord is worthy, and if this 
girl is going to choose the broad road, 
you cannot afford to place at the head of 
your home and family one of that type! 
You must choose a different kind of mother 
for your children, and be ready to see 
NOW the danger of any union with such 
a woman! May she see her danger ere 
it is too late! If only from the health 
standpoint, it would be sufficient to have 
her see the danger and to break from the 
hateful habit. Perhaps she will tell you 
when you talk with her just how far she 
has gone with this habit, and whether she 
has added to it the things that often go 
hand in hand with smoking. Choosing to 
smoke does not generally end there. It 
gathers around itself many other things 
which ruin the influence for righteousness. 

As a young man, keep your stand, and 
be known as a clean youth who will not 
yield himself to that which will defile. Do 
you remember Daniel? Then remember 
you dared to be a Daniel. When this 
test has passed no doubt another will come, 
but you will find that God will take care 
of you and carry you through. No matter 
what comes of the friendship, thank God 
that you have been able, in him, to be 
faithful and true, even though it may cost! 
But better pay the price now, than later 
in life! 

I should like to suggest that you read 
and get your friend to read “This Cloud 
of Feminine Smoke,” by William M. Gold- 
smith; and “Why I Do Not Smoke,” by 
Dorothy D. Akers (a college girl). Both 
may be had from the Board of Temperance 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 100 
Maryland Avenue, Washington, D. .C.,. 25 
cents. a. hundred; also,. “Why. Girls Should 
Not Smoke,” by D. H. Kress; M.D., Na- 
tional Temperance Society, 289 Fourth 
Avenue, New York City. 
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Is the Lord's Prayer for Us Today ? 














(Continued from second page) 


for the one who prays. To Israel the 
prayer was a claim that God would meet 
all earthly needs according to his many 
promises, such as those in Deuteronomy 
28.  Ged’s heavenly children, however, 
were promised, not earthly but spiritual 
blessings in the heavenlies (Eph. 1:3). 
God remetbers that the heavenly children 
do have material needs while on earth, and 
has pledged himself to supply them (Phil. 
4:19; Matt. 6: 30-34). 


Our Riches in -Christ 


But his born-again ones are taught to 
claim from him not only the supply of 
lesser earthly needs, such as daily bread 
for their bodies, but also that which meets 
our greater spiritual need, the bread from 
Heaven, Christ himself, our heavenly 
Manna. How truly precious to a devoted 
heart becomes the prayer, “Give us this 
day our daily bread,” when thus it boldly 
lays claim to all the riches that are in 
Christ! A feast is set before us: his 
strength for our weakness; his living 
waters for our dryness; his spiritual 
“dynamite”: for our futility; his sweetness 
for our bitterness; his beauty for our 
ashes; his oil of joy for our mourning; his 
love to fill our unloving hearts; his “I 
am the bread of life” to satisfy every hun- 
ger of the soul and spirit. 

More bewilderment has arisen over the 
petition “Forgive us our debts, as we for- 
give our debtors” than over any other 
phrase of the prayer. We Christians, with 
the gospel of forgiveness apart from our 
works ringing in our ears, cry out that this 
is not for us to pray. This is law! 

To Israel—or to the unsaved —this is 
indeed a repetition of God’s ancient word 
of the Old Covenant at Sinai: “Do and 
thou shalt live.” And if Jesus Chris® had 
never fulfilled the Old Covenant and borne 
the penalty of sin upon the cross, there 
would be no Gospel and no salvation, for “by 
the deeds of the law. there shall no flesh 
be justified in his sight” (Rom. 3:20). 

But now the Old Covenant has been 
fulfilled and done away. Now the law, not 
of Moses, but of the Holy Spirit, is offered 
under the New Covenant. It is “life in 
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:2). Now God’s 
word is: “Live and thou shalt do,” that 
is, first receive the Christian life in order 
that you may live it. Now those possessing 
life in Christ Jesus come to the Father 
already forgiven of their sinfulness. 

Now the Father deals with these, his 
little children, concerning their acts of sin, 
beseeching them to walk as “dear” chil- 
dren, “obedient” children, in order that 
their fellowship with him may remain un- 
broken. The sinful acts of God’s children 
are of course already forgiven, too, by 
God on the ground of Jesus Christ’s shed 
blood, and on that ground alone; but he 
must teach his children that to lay hold 
of that forgiveness and so restore fellow- 
ship, the child: must confess and change the 
attitude of mind whereby he sinned. For, 
even though Christians pray to the Father 


as his little children, whoever heard of a 
large family of children that never quarrel? 
Strife is a characteristic of childhood. It 
is only in maturity that quarreling may be 
expected to cease (1 Cor. 3:1, 3). 


Suppose a large family of children are 
out walking in happy fellowship with the 
father whom they all adore. Suddenly the 
peace is broken by a tussle between two 
brothers. There is wrangling. The joy 
has somehow gone out of the day. The 
two boys notice that their father is grieved. 
One of them rushes up to him crying an- 
grily: “It was all John’s fault!” He 
self-righteously tries to take his father’s 
hand and continue to walk as if nothing 
had happened. But he soon realizes that 
his father has no welcoming smile for 
him, no justifying hand laid upon his 
shoulder. He cries: “Father, forgive me. 
Let me walk with you again!” 


But the father answers: “Not until 
you first make it right with John, m 
son.” , 


Thereupon the boy must go to John and 
humbly apologize for his share of the 
quarrel, no matter how small that may 
have seemed to him, and he must offer 
full forgiveness to John. Then, returning 
to his father, he can say: “Father, for- 
give me, for I have forgiven John.” And 
the father’s fellowship with that boy, at 
least, is restored. 

Only that Christian, then, who has no 
sin unconfessed and made right, may dare 
to utter the Lord’s Prayer. 


The Prayer for Forgiveness 


The statement is sometimes made that 
a child of God should never pray “For- 
give us our sins” because it is asking 
God to do what he has already done. The 
distinction already noted between sinful- 
ness, and acts of sin helps to clear up this 
question. Also,: we should remember that 
the prayer is addressed, not to “God” who 
has forgiven all our sin, but to “Our 
Father” who “dealeth with us as with 
sons.” The cry “Forgive me” is simply a 
claim on God’s faithfulness and justice 
which require that his all-inclusive for- 
giveness, already accepted by the suppliant, 
be applied in a particular case, when the 
conditions for it have been fulfilled. “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.” Israel’s history is a record 
of God’s leading. As we read it we are 
impressed with the wisdom of his choice 
of paths for them, and astonished at their 
lack of trust in him, their almost invari- 
able desire to go some other way. “And it 
came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the 
people go, that God led them not through 
the way of the land of the Philistines, al- 
though that was near; for God said, Lest 
peradventure the people repent when they 
see war, and they return to Egypt: but 
God led the people about, through the way 
of the wilderness of the Red sea” (Exod. 
13:17, 18). Israel’s natural choice would 
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have been the way through the Philistines’ 
land, because it was short and easy, it 
avoided the obstacle of the Red Sea. But 
God foresaw the temptation it would be 
to them to turn back into Egypt when 
they met war. Israel saw the Red Sea 
way as an impassable evil. God saw it 
as a glorious opportunity to show his sav- 
ing power, 

Israel never learned to have a submis- 
sive heart toward God, a heart willing not 
to have its own way, a heart willing to 
trust him with the seeming evils of his 
way. Hence the teaching of our Lord: 
“After this manner therefore pray ye .. . 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.” 


Trusting God for Deliverance 


Similarly, how many Christians have 
reached the place of subjection to God’s 
will where they can say: “I am willing 
not to be led into temptation!” How 
many Christians realize that into tempta- 
tion is the very place the old nature most 
desires to go, nay, to be led, if thus the 
blame for falling into sin might be laid 
upon the leader! 

Nor have most of us learned to trust 
our Leader for deliverance from the “evils” 
in whatever path he chooses for us. The 
Greek word translated “evil” in the prayer 
may mean either “toilsome” or “hurtful.” 
Used in the masculine singular it is some- 
times translated “devil.” It suggests that 
which the evil one places in our path to 
oppose us and prevent our progress. 

We may be sure there will be some 
such “evil” in the path of God’s choosing, 
if only because Satan, the Adversary, in- 
variably opposes every move that God 
makes. But we have God’s word that 
all such obstacles, which we call “evil,” 
shall work together for our “good” (Rom. 
8:28) because God shall “deliver us” from 
that which Satan meant as evil. 

In the prayer, then, our Lord challenges 
Christians to take the attitude of heart 
toward our heavenly Father that will ex- 
press itself, in effect, in these words: “I 
am willing not to go the way I would like 
to go! I know that thy way will mean 
trial and suffering, but I am trusting thee 
to take me through!” 

Looking at the conclusion of the prayer 
through the eyes of a Jewish disciple, we 
recognize that Israel was encouraged to 
believe that God was able to do all that 
was asked of him, because to him belonged 
the “kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever.” 

A Christian, also, believes this, but there 
is an even greater depth of meaning in 
this phrase for him, because he has died 
with Christ! He is saying here: “Not I, 
but Christ.” “God forbid that I should 
glory!” He is utterly refusing to lay a 
finger upon the glory, now or hereafter, 
for it all belongs to him who died and 
rose again. “The four and twenty elders 
. .. cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying, Thou are worthy, O Lord, to re- 
ceive glory and honour and power” (Rev. 
4:10, II). 

It would seem as if the question is not, ° 
“Shall Christians use the Lord’s Prayer?” 
but, “CAN YOU, Christian, pray the 
Lord’s Prayer?” Let us beware lest our 
lips say what. our hearts. and lives re- 
pudiate ! 
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MARCH 15. JESUS TEACHES HIS DISCIPLES TO PRAY 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 11; printed text, Luke 11:1-13 
Golden Text.—if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.—1 John 5: 146 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 11 : 1-13 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a 
certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, 
Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. 


2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which 
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 

3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 


4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that 
is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. 


5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and 
shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me 
three loaves; 


6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have 
nothing to set before him? 

7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the 
door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot 
rise and give thee. 


8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because 
he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give 
him as many as he needeth. 


9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh find- 
eth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will 


he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him 
a serpent? 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, as he was praying in a certain 
place, that when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, 
Lord, teach us to pray, even as John also taught his disciples. 2 
And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, 1 Father, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come.* 3 Give us day by day *our daily 
bread. 4 And forgive us our sins; for we ourselves also forgive 
every one that is indebted. to us. And bring us not into temptation.‘ 

s And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and 
shall go unto him at midnight, and say to him, Friend, lend me 
three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine is come to me from a journey, 
and I have nothing to set before him; 7 and he from within shall 
answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee? . 8 I say 
unto -you, Though he will not rise and give him because he is his 
friend, yet because of his importunity he will arise and give him 
Sas many as he needeth. g And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall. be opened 
unto you. 10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it. shall be opened. — 11 
And of which of you that is a father shall his son ask °a loaf, and 
he give him a stone? or a fish, and he for a fish give him a serpent? 
12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he give him a scorpion? 13 If 
ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him? 


2Many ancient authorities read, Our Father, who art in 
heaven. See Matt. 6:9. *Many ancient authorities add, Thy 
will be done, as in heaven, so on earth. See Matt. 6:10. ®Gr., 
our bread for the coming day. Or, our needful bread: as in 
Matt. 6:11. ‘Many ancient. authorities add; but deliver us 
from the evil one (or, from evil). See Matt. 6:13. - ®Or, 
whatsoever things. * Some ancient authorities omit, a loaf, and 





12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 
13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children; how much more shall your heavenly Father give the 


Holy Spirit to-them that ask him? 


- The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


ET us approach this lesson with a 
L prayer of five words: “Lord, teach 

us to pray.” Luke, the Gospel of 
the Son of man, is pre-eminently the Gos- 
pel that presents Christ as the man of 
prayer. No less than fifteen times Luke 
gives instances of our Lord’s praying, and 
nine of these are in Luke only. Three 
parables, peculiar to Luke, give lessons on 
prayer, in addition to other prayer teach- 
ings and commands. In nothing is our 
Lord’s humanity so fully and strikingly 
seen as in his habits of prayer. His was 
a life of prayer. If we learn how to pray 
as the Master prayed, we shall in that 
measure live as he lived. And “he that 
saith he abideth in him ought himself also 
so to walk, even as he walked” (1 John 
2:6). 


The Historical Setting 

The teaching on prayer, and other events 
in Luke 11, occurred probably in Judza, 
between the Feast of Tabernacles, in Oc- 
tober, and the Feast of Dedication, in De- 
cember, of A. D. 29. This was during 
our Lord’s leisurely but steadfast progress 
toward Jerusalem. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 11:1—As he’ was praying (cf. 
Luke 9:18; 10: 21). 


See Special Topics. 


he give him a stone? or. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
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As John also taught his disciples, An in- 
dication that only a small part of John’s 


‘ministry is recorded; it was thorough and 


practical. 


Verse 2—When ye pray, say. He gives 
both a pattern of prayer, and words that 
may be used. Our Father. Expressing 
certainty of our sonship, also our fellow- 
ship with other believers. The Old Tes- 
tament revealed God as Father (Isa. 63: 
16; Deut. 32:6; Jer. 3:19; 31:79; Mal. 
1:6; 2:10), and the Jews claimed God 
as their Father (John 8:41). But it was 
not a constantly emphasized truth, nor 
realized in a personal, individual way, nor 
understood in its rich fullness, nor made 
the basis of prayer. All this Christ brought 
in his revelation of God as Father. Hal- 
lowed be thy name. Bow and worship. 
His name sets forth all he is (Exod. 33: 
19; 34:5-7; Psa. 111:9). The contrast 
is in Malachi 1:6f. Thy kingaom come. 
The petition includes all stages of the prog- 
ress of the reign of God, till the final con- 
summation of redemption (1 Cor. 15 : 23-28). 


Verse 3.—Our daily bread. Primarily 
for our material needs, but pointing also 
to the living Bread (2 Pet. 1:3; Matt. 
7:11; Luke 11:13). The Greek word for 
“daily” (epiousion) occurs nowhere in liter- 
ature except here, and in Matthew 6:11; 
based probably on the verb “to be,” mean- 
ing necessary or essential bread, though 
some .take it from the verb meaning bread 
for “the coming. day,” which led to the 
translation “daily.” 


Verse 4.—Forgive us our sins. As we 
need daily bread, we need daily forgive- 
ness (Heb. 4:16; 1 John 1:9). For we 
also forgive every one that is indebted to 
us. This is not “under law,” for our for- 
giveness is not here intended ‘to be either 
the ground of God’s forgiveness, or the 
measure of it, but a recognition that as 
the children of God we, by his grace, have 
the merciful attitude toward others that 
obtains mercy (Matt. 5:7, 44, 45). Lead 
us not into temptation. “Pray that ye 
enter not into temptation” (Luke 22: 40, 
46), that is, into temptation that will re- 
sult in sin, or into temptation where we 
should not go (cf. Psa. 23:3). Deliver 
us from evil. Or from the evil one, who 
is too strong for us, apart from God (Luke 
11:21, 22). This may be taken as the 
counterpart of the sixth petition, or as a 
seventh (cf. Psa. 23: 4). 


Verses 5 to 8.—Parable of the importu- 
nate friend. The interceding friend by 
importunity prevails over the unwilling- 
ness of his rather selfish neighbor. . If this 
is so, how much more should we use im- 
portunity in coming to God, who is more 
ready to give than we to ask. The peti- 
tion of the parable is very definite, is for 
the sake of another, is made of one who 
has the supply, is made with full expecta- 
tion of the answer; there are spiritual les- 
sons in all of these details, but the central 
truth is the importunity. 


Verse 13.—If ye then, being evil. An 
incidental proof that all men are sinners, 


Lesson for March 15 


and yet have good qualities. Give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him. See Special 
Topics, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The key to the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
key to all prayer, is in the first word of 
the prayer as recorded by Luke, the word 
“Father.” The disciples were constantly 
in the presence of a perfect example of 
perfect praying, when the well-beloved Son, 
Son of man as well as Son of God, prayed 
to his Father. How glorious and almost 
unbelievable is the revelation that he gives 
that Name to us. We also, through him, 
may come as dependent children to the 
Father in Heaven, high and holy, all- 
powerful and all-loving. The Lord’s 
Prayer is our teacher in prayer, for the 
Master gave it as his direct answer to 
the request, “Lord, teach us to pray.” 
The prayer is indeed a marvel. Consider 
its brevity and simplicity. The shorter 
form of the correct text of Luke, which 
includes all the essential truths of the 
longer form in Matthew, has thirty-eight 
words in the Greek and thirty-nine in 
English. Think of it! Yet consider the 
limitless greatness of the height and depth 
of what those words cover. Now what 
the pattern of prayer is, prayer itself is, 
—a union of earth and Heaven, of the 
creature and the Creator, of simple words 
and sublime mysteries. Answered prayer 
is a miracle. But the miracle is God's. 
Our part is to give ourselves unto prayer, 
in confidence, with simple directness, ador- 
ing and reverent, persistent and believing. 


Lesson Outlines 
Tue Lorn’s Lesson ON PRAYER 
1. The Praying. Lord (Luke 11:1). 
2. The Pattern of prayer (11: 2-4). 
3. The Persistence of prevailing prayer 
(11: 5-10). 
4. The Promise of answered prayer 
(11: 11-13). 


THE PATTERN OF PRAYER ° 


1. The Father in Heaven: 

(1) Thy name. (2) Thy kingdom. 
(3) Thy will— seeking first his King- 
dom, in worship, intercession, aspira- 
tion. 

2. The child on earth: 


(1) Supply for his material need. 
(2) Forgiveness of past sins. (3) Vic- 
tory in present and future conflict with 
evil. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Our Lord’s Prayer Life. On what oc- 
casions did Christ pray? Study the fifteen 
instances mentioned in Luke. Thrice his 
regular prayer habits are indicated (5: 16; 
9:18; 11:1). He always. gave thanks 
for food (9:16; 22:17, 19; 24:30). He 
prayed in times of rejoicing, giving thanks 
(10:21), and in times of sorrow and an- 
guish of spirit (22: 41-45); when he 
needed to withdraw from the multitudes, 
particularly when they misunderstood his 
message (5:15, 16); when he faced a 
great decision, which concerned God’s 
Kingdom (6:12; cf. 10:2). He prayed 
for his enemies (23:34), and prayed bless- 
ing upon his own disciples (24:50). He 
prayed for the anointing of the Spirit, 
and on the Mount was transfigured as he 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times_Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


9. March 1.—Vision and Service ........ Luke 9 

10. March 8.—Jesus Teaches Neighborliness. 
Luke 10 

11, March 15.—Jesus Teaches His Disciples 
Cb PPO veces ccesReesevesdecdcccseeses Luke 11 

12. March 22.—Jesus Teaches True Values. 
Luke 12 

13. March 29.—Jesus Explains the Kingdom. 
Luke 13 


Second Quarter 
1. (14) April 5.—Jesus Invites All People. 


Luke 14 
2. (15) April 12—Jesus Triumphs Over 
Death (Easter Lesson) ...... Luke 24 : 1-35 
3. (16) April i19—God, the Forgiving 
OGRE «6.0505 inci cb ushbews wisesecseses Luke 15 
4- (17) April 26.—Jesus Looks at Wealth 
GUE FOCCEG o.oo b58 cca dvsssaceesssee Luke 16 
5. (18) May 3.—Jesus Teaches Forgiveness, 
Humility, and Gratitude .......... Luke 17 
6. (19) May 10.—Effectual Prayer ...... Luke 18 








prayed, both illustrating the relation be- 
tween prayer and spiritual grace and power 
(3:21; 9:28, 29). His last breath was a 
prayer commending his spirit to God (23: 
46). 


Praying for the Holy Spirit. With Christ, 
God has given us freely all things (Rom. 
8:32). All things are from the Father, 
through the Son, and by the Holy Spirit 
(John 16:14, 15); yet we obtain them 
by prayer. All believers have the Holy 
Spirit dwelling within them, and so we do 
not pray for the Holy Spirit in that sense. 
But, asking God for the Holy Spirit may 
mean prayer for what the Holy Spirit 


gives, spiritual life and all other provision . 


(cf. Matt. 7: 11). 


Is the Lord’s Prayer for Christians? The 
Lord’s Prayer is only for those who can 
call God Father, who have been forgiven 
on the ground of the blood of Christ. See 
comment on verse 4, and Lesson Ques- 
tions. A later revelation about praying 
in the name of Christ, the risen Lord, could 
not be given at this time (John 14: 13, 14; 
15:16; 16:23, 24). Nevertheless, the 
prayer is in the name of Christ. We call 
God Father only because God’s Son opened 
the way for us to come as children. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Fix definite times for prayer. Use defi- 
nite words in prayer! ‘Thus did our Lord. 
Include the daily Morning Watch, periods 
at other times during the day, times of 
emergency, and frequently should we turn 
in definite thanksgiving or petition for 
needs as they come up. See Special Topics. 


Come to God with assurance of sonship. 
Some Christians would pray: “Our Father, 
—in case thou art my Father, I come 
with requests, hoping I am thy child.” 


Put God—his person, his Kingdom, his 
will — first in our praying. Our natural 
impulse is to put ourselves first — and last. 

Pray for the sending forth of foreign 
missionaries. ‘Thy kingdom come,” is a 
prayer for missions. 


Pray for the greater spiritual gifts (1 
Cor. 12:31). “Thy will be done” includes 
God’s full way in our lives. 

“In nothing be anxious.” This should be 
a vestibule to prayer. Study Philippians 
4:6, 7. 
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Pray with thanksgiving for God and his 
gifts, past, present, and future. 

Forgive one another from the heart. For- 
giveness is twofold, including the forgiv- 
ing attitude toward all, and definite for- 
giveness when there is repentance (Luke 
17:3, 4). Study prayerfully and care- 
fully Matthew 18: 15-35 and Mark 11: 22- 
26. How deadly is any interpretation that 
breaks the force of this solemn teaching! 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Prayer is the sure cure for care (Phil. 
4:6, 7). 

Mary, abiding and trusting, had the right 
attitude for prayer; Martha, anxious and 
troubled, had the wrong attitude (Luke 10: 
38-42; cf. Phil. 4:6, 7). 


The Lord’s Prayer will not be out of 
date until God’s Kingdom comes and his 
will is done on earth as it is in Heaven. 


The first three petitions of the Lord’s 
Prayer should have a present fulfillment 
in us—foreshadowing the time when his 
Kingdom shall come on earth. 


Included in the prayer, “Thy kingdom 
come,” should be the united prayer of the 
Church that the King himself should re- 
turn (Rev. 22:20). 


Works: without prayer are possible, but 
they will be dead works; prayer without 
works is impossible, for ‘living. prayer is 
linked with living works. 


Every time we truly pray the Lord’s 
Prayer, we praise God, we pray for mis- 
sions, for the saving of souls, for our own 
sanctification, : for revival in the church, 
for all material blessings, for present and 
future triumph ‘over all the power of the 
enemy, for Christ’s coming. 


Cotumsia, S. C; 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searc character. They 
gee be er by three —- s “7s Sun- 
ay Schoo! imes sta cQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith, Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them sce 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HALL we teach our children to say 
prayers? 

2. Does God answer all prayers? 

3. Besides importunate prayer, as taught in 
this lesson, name some other conditions of 
effective prayer our Lord taught by precept or 
~~ 

How many times did the Lord give the 
‘sseliel prayer” to his disciples? 

5. What indicates that the Lord did not 
intend to confine prayer to these words, and 
also that the words themselves are not given 
as I necessary set form of petition? 

How much of the Lord’s Prayer did our 
-* himself use in praying to his Father? 

7. What lesson on prayer is given in the 
verses that precede the !esson text, and what 
striking connection with the Lord’s Prayer 
have the verses that follow the lesson text? 

8. It has been said that the Lord’s Prayer 
does not contain thanksgiving. Is this true? 

9. On what other occasion did the Lord 
command the disciples to pray that they should 
not enter into temptation, repeating the teach- 
ing twice? 

10. What is the last prayer in the Bible? 
How is it related to the Lord’s Prayer? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 150 in this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The fuil list 
ef lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the: date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 


Which Is Greatest?—When ye pray 
(Luke 11:2). I shall never forget what 
the late Dr. A. C. Dixon of Spurgeon’s 


Tabernacle once said when speaking upon 
this theme of prayer. I cannot quote him 
verbatim, but the substance was this: When 
we rely upon organization, we get what 
organization can do, when we rely upon 
education, we get what education can do; 
when we rely upon eloquence, we get what 
eloquence can do; and so on. Nor am I 
disposed to undervalue any of these things 
in their proper place. But, he added im- 
pressively, “when we rely upon prayer, we 
get what God can do.”—From The Euro- 
pean Harvest Field, Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The “Risk’? of Full Surrender.—Thy 
will be done (v. 2). What would happen 
today if you or I should say from the 
heart, “Lord, work thy will with me”? 
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Ate we afraid? If so, 
what do we fear? What is God’s will? 
What does he want to make of us? We 
have heard the story of the man who 
dreamed that a man of wondrous beauty 
and noble bearing approached him. With 
admiration and envy he gazed and said, 
“Who is this stranger of so majestic mien?” 
The answer came, “This is the man God 
meant you to be.”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
rvonto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Abayt, Abayt, Abayt.—Yet because of 
his importunity he will rise and give him 
as many as he needeth (v. 8). Once on 
one of our long journeys, my wife and I 
were visiting in Central Abyssinia with a 
certain governor. He was making a feast 
for us. He sent me a beautiful mule with 
silk-covered saddle and silver halter as a 
gift. On the way to him, at a distance of a 
quarter mile we saw twenty ragged men 
on a little hill shouting, “Abayt, abayt, 
abayt.” We entered the first gate through 
the barrier surrounding the palace. The 
armed warders had been commanded to 
admit us. Then through a second, where 
were more armed men; a third, then a 
fourth, and thus into the Governor’s pres- 
ence. We feasted with what these people 
called their king, for Addis Ababa was 
too remote for them to know Ras Tafari; 
but ever and anon through the open win- 
dow came the call, “Abayt, abayt, abayt,” 
from the twenty ragged men. What did 
it mean? It meant that they had been 
wronged and they wanted justice. They 
could not get to the king, they could never 
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pass those gates and bars, -but somehow 
they felt that if they could only get their 
king’s ear he would hear, for he was judge 
as well as king. “Hear us—hear us — we 
have been wronged.” For half an hour he 
stood it—for an hour—for an hour and 
a half—for two hours. At last it got 
too much to bear, that stabbing cry, and 
he called his chamberlain and said to him, 
“Go and see what they want and do them 
justice’; and then, after a few minutes, 
the call ceased. Their king from his royal 
table had answered—From Dr. Tom 
Lambie, in The Evangelical Christian. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


Even Eggs.—If he shall ask an egg (v. 
12). You may have heard how ill Mrs. 
Lawson has been. Her recovery has been 
very slow. She needed a. good deal of 
care in the matter of diet, but it is hard 
to get a variety of the right kind of food 
for an invalid in inland China; Sometimes 
I was almost at my wits’ end. She could 
take fresh eggs after she got a little bet- 
ter, but it seemed as if all the hens around 
us had gone on a strike! One day I went 
to our neighbors, from door to door, beg- 
ging for fresh eggs, but all had the same 
answer, “Our hens are not laying.” Then 
as I walked home I remembered, “Every- 
thing by prayer.” Soon after, our Bible 
woman who had been out visiting some 
homes came in and brought four new-laid 
eggs. I hugged her! The same night some 
Christians came from an outstation bring- 
ing a hen as a present, and on the way 
she laid an egg! And she has been very 
obliging every other day since. “Jehovah 
Jireh!”"—From Mrs. R. W. Porteous, of 
Kiangsi, in “Everything by Prayer.” Sent 
by Edna M. Deahl, Shipman, Ill. 


A Mother Who Believed God.—If we 
ask any thing according to his will, he 
heareth us (Golden Text). Dr. Thomas 
N. Carter, the ex-convict, tells a thrilling 
story of his mother, who followed him with 
her prayers many years until she heard 
him preach the Gospel in answer to her 
prayer. On one occasion whilé he was in 
prison she received a telegram stating that 
he was dead, and asked what she wanted 
done with his body. His mother was stun- 
ned at the receipt of the telegram for a 
few minutes, then retired to her prayer 
closet, asking not to be disturbed.. She got 
her Bible, and, opening it, spread it be- 
fore her with the telegram beside it. “Oh, 
God,” she began, “I have believed the 
promise you gave me in your Word that I 
should live to see Tom saved and preach 
the Gospel, and now a telegram comes say- 
ing he is dead. Lord, which is true this 
telegram or your Word?” When she rose 
from her knees, having won the victory, 
she wired the prison: “There must be 
some mistake, my boy is not dead.” And 
there was a mistake. Tom Carter lived, 
and was recently in our church preaching, 
with his mother seated on the platform.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto, Can, 


The Rule of the Kingdom.—// we ask 
(Golden Text). Mr. Spurgeon once said, 
“Whether we like it or not, asking is the 
rule of the Kingdom; a rule never to be 
altered in anyone’s case. God has not 
relaxed the rule for Jesus Christ, the elder 
brother. If the royal and divine Son of 
God cannot be exempted from this rule 
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of asking that he may have, you and I 
cannot expect the rule to be relaxed in 
our favor. Why should it be? If you 
may have everything by. asking, and noth- 
ing without asking, I beg you to see how 
absolutely vital prayer is."—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Miss B. 
Steinmann, Wellesley, Ont. 


vw 
She Had Learned Her ABC's 
By E. j. Pace 


A missionary, lately returned from one 

of the remote provinces of China, told 

the following incident, which the car- 
toon on this page illustrates. 


HE was old, she was miserably poor, 
this widowed mother of a worthless 


~ son. The house she lived in was. badly in 


need of repair. The thatch of the roof was 
full of holes, and the cross-beam, dove- 
tailed in the middle, had become loosened 
and hung precariously; but to the shift- 
less son it was no concern. 

One day he came running into the house 
announcing the coming of a great storm. 
“Mother, get out your incense and burn 
to the idols,” he shouted, “a big wind- 
storm is coming.” 

But the old mother was a Christian, 
and had learned to trust her heavenly 
Father. “No,” she replied, “my Father 
knows I do not have any money to pay 
a carpenter to fix the cross-beam, and he 
knows I am too poor to have a new thatch 
put on the roof. He has promised to care 
for me, and I will trust him.” Whereupon 
she fell upon her knees and committed her- 
self.and her house to her Father’s care. 


_.She had learned the ABC’s of prevailing 


prayer. She asked, she fearlessly believed, 
and cast all her care upon him. 

The threatened windstorm burst in fury 
upon the village. It proved to be a whirl- 
wind, which in its first impact gave the 
little old house a violent wrench and drove 
the two dangling ends of the: cross-beam 
snugly together again, and so tighply that 
a carpenter could not have improved upon 
it. Furthermore, a straw stack, standing 
in an adjoining yard, was picked up by the 
whirlwind and scattered over the leaky 
roof, with the result that in the drenching 
rain that followed not a drop came through. 

“I knew,” she said in triumph, “my 


. Father would not fail me.” 


ye 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard} 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee for the assurances in thy Word con- 
cerning answered prayer. We thank thee for 
the experiences that thou hast allowed us to 
have in finding how generous and loving thou 
art in answering even our feeble prayers. Help 
us, we pray thee, to live more steadily the life 
of faith, May we learn to trust not circum- 
stances, or our supposed abilities, but to rest 
with quiet abandon on thy strength, and in thy 
glorious promises. May we live so close to thee 
that we shall be able to hear thy voice prompt- 
ing us concerning the objects for our prayers. 
May we ask expectantly. May we give thanks 
to thee above our asking for the mercy that 
has abounded in our lives, and may we never 
‘cease to praise thee in our prayers with grate- 
ful hearts. In the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—If you have a friend 
who is well able to do what you ask, and 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


who loves to do things for you, do you 
hesitate to go to him in any time of need? 
Are you quite right if you do not thank 
him as best you know how for his help 
at all times? How easy it is for us to for- 
get that our heavenly Father will certainly 
do as well for one of his children as a wise 
and kind earthly father will do for his 
children in the home! And when you think 





“MEN OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY 


ATHER’S erty 
AITH'S RAYERS 


AND NOT TO FAINT” 











of God’s resources, and what he can give, 
how strange it is that we do not go to him 
more freely with our thanksgiving and our 
requests! Many times this verse, first 
published in Tue SunpAy ScHoo.t TIMEs, 
has been repeated, and I want us to do so 
today. It would not be a poor idea for us 
to learn it by heart: 
Said the Robin to the Sparrow: 
“I should really like to know 


Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so.” 


Said the Sparrow to the Robin: 
“Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me.” 
Anyway, we can learn to trust the One 
who knows our needs, and can supply them 
so readily from. his treasury of supplies, 
always available for his praying children. 
Let us pray now. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Busy Men’s Comer 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Heavenly Matches.—T7hy will be 
done (Luke 11: 2). The Lord Jesus was al- 
ways so well pleasing to the Father that the 
Father said so from Heaven, because he 
always did his Father’s will. By the same 
equation you will always be well pleasing 
to “Our Father which art in heaven,” 
also your earthly father, your mother, your 
teacher, your employer (Eph. 6: 6-8). 

I heard a fine address on Peter recently 
by the Rev. Mr. Ball, pastor of Bethany 
Church, Philadelphia. He quoted the 
philosopher Kant as saying a man is made 
up of three moving elements. _Irftellect. 
Emotion. Will. 

The trouble with Peter. at the start was 
that while he had all three of these com- 
plexes he could not combine them. His 
rapid head work made him an animated 
question mark, wanting to know. But his 
loose running Emotion sent him overboard 
to cry, “Lord, save me” later.. And worse 
yet, the resisting of an officer of the law 
to even the cutting off of his ear (Matt. 
14:30; John 18: 10). 

Then, worser yet, out by the fire the 
weak Will snapped, the lies and swear 
words jumped forth—and the — rooster 
crowed. Tennyson sings, 


Our wills are ours we know not how 
Our wills are ours to make them Thine. 


So it was that when the Holy Spirit 
came into Peter, Intellect, Emotion, and 


THE INCIDENT FOR WHICH THIS CARTOON HAS BEEN DRAWN 
IS GIVEN BY Dr. PACE ON THIS PAGE. 
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Will were hooked up side by side, and 
like the horses in Ben-Hur’s chariot, all 
working as one horse. 

Peter (and the rest of us) could now 
pray the prayer the Lord Jesus taught him 
when Peter first came from the fishing 
boats to Jesus’ school. With the three 
heavenly (not Jersey) matches, Intellect, 
Emotion, Will, driven by the will of God, 
Peter became the great leader and do-er. 
So will you, at the same price. 


Our Living.—Give us day by day our 
daily bread (v. 3). After a hymn or two 
and Scripture reading by some member, 
the Iron Rose Bible Class goes into a 
short season of: silent prayer, in which, 
sitting man to man and shoulder to shoul- 
der and heart to heart, we each take our 
little private and personal problems and 
anxieties to Our Great Elder Brother, just 
as we have been directed to do (Heb. 10: 
25; Matt. 18:19, 20; 1 John 3: 21-23; 5: 
14). 

We close our “Quaker Meeting” with 
the Lord’s Prayer. At the beginning of 
this prayer period, in order that the old 
familiar may have its due weight and ap- 
preciation, and mean something on the lips, 
_I call attention to this petition. It is the 
peak of the Lord’s Prayer. We go up to 
it with “Our Father,” and we come down 
to our “debts” and “trespasses,” 

This familiar petition does not just mean 
a chunk of bread, or a bowl of rice, but 
our whole daily living. Home, clothes, 
shoes, furnishings, friends, and all that 
goes to make life worth living. Food of 
course is first and paramount. 

This “daily bread,” this “living” varies 
widely. I am told our English cousins like 
four meals a day. Maybe that’s where we 
get the term “square” as applied to meals. 
Some of us Americans depend mainly upon 
one big dinner, at noon in the country and 
at night in town and suburbs. 

The town citizen gets along with coffee 
and a roll or toast or cereal for breakfast, 
a glass of milk and a piece of pie, or a 
“sinker” for lunch, and then look out for 
the dinner where the big Q is the favorite 
letter in the alphabet. (“Q” begins qual- 
ity and quantity.) 

In order to fix this idea in your head, 
let’s talk about it a little, What is your 
favorite breakfast? Lunch? Dinner? 
Listen, I like beans, army beans, any way, 
cooked, even plain boiled. And cabbage 
any way but sauerkraut. 

I have a friend here in Coatesville who 
gives away thousands of dollars and does 
not know he has a stomach. His favorite 
“eat” is just ordinary wheat out of the 
farmers’ bins, one dollar a bushel as I 
write. It is boiled. He sprinkles it with 
old-fashioned brown sugar and takes it 
with just plain milk, no cream. 

A club here is town had a “banquet” at 
one cent a plate. This is what was served. 
The company were all amazed to find the 
dish so palatable and so satisfying. 

This is some “daily bread” the Lord has 
never failed to “rain” upon America’s mil- 
lions of acres, so as long as the prairies 
of the West and the Savannahs of the 
South and the. pastures of the valleys shall 
function with the boiled wheat and brown 
sugar and skimmed milk, well, we ought 
to be thankful. 


“Down to Bill Ridgway’s.”—Ask, and 
it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
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find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you 
(v. 9). One Sunday morning, when times 
were the hardest, I said this to the men 
of the Iron Rose Bible Class: 

“Suppose you had no dinner yesterday, 
no supper last night, no breakfast this 
morning, what would you do?” After a 
period of quiet waiting (my men after the 
years have learned not to be too quick on 
the “jump on” when I am dragging my 
coat tails) a vcice on the back row cried 
amid laughter : 

“I'd go right down to Bill Ridgway’s.” 

“Yes, you would be wise to go, because 
the Bill Ridgway kitchen has orders to 
turn no hungry one away without a good 
rib packing meal. But when you got down 
to Bill Ridgway’s house, what would you 
do? Stand out on the pavement?” No 
answer. 

“Well, you could stand out there on 
the pavement until the cows come home, 
and those girls would never come out and 
say, ‘Oh, you poor man, here’s a handout.’ ” 

“You could enter the gate and sit on 
the grassy slope before the kitchen door 
until the grass grew as high as your head, 
and while those girls might look out the 
window and laugh and say, Dora to 
Josephine, ‘Look at the poor boob,’ they 
would never come out and say, ‘Come on 
up on the porch, and we will take care 
of you.’” 

“Now all you Iron Rosers listen: If 
you would go up on the porch and knock 
on the door, that door will be opened to 
you, and as you ask, it will be given to 
you. And it will not be stuff that ought 
to go to the pigs, but just the same as this 
‘Bill Ridgway’ and his folks get.” The 
boys all caught on. 

It is this the Lord Jesus is telling us in 
his lesson on prayer. When you seek, 
knock, and ask, the Lord knows you are 
really hungry. He says when we hunger 
and thirst after righteousness we shall be 
filled (Matt. 5:6; Rom. 10:4). 

The reason many prayers are not an- 
swered may be because the pray-er never 
got any farther than the front gate or the 
side yard. As some one has said about 
another sort of favor, “He was a waitin’ 
for some one to hand it to him.” 


COATESVILLE, Pa. - 
we 
For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


How tho Lesson is Taught This Week 


Have a small, bright card, with a cord 
for hanging, and at the close of the lesson, 
the children will print the word PRAY, on 
their cards, which are to be taken home 
and hung up, as a prayer reminder. 


Mes GOING to ask you a question, and 
I want you to answer me honestly and 
truly. 

Does your mother give you everything 
you ask her for? Or does she let you do 
everything you want to do? 

Of course she doesn’t, but -why doesn’t 
she? Because she knows better than you 
do what is best for you. 

One cold, rainy day I heard a little 
girl ask her mother if she couldn't go 
barefoot. ‘Oh, how she begged, “Can’t I 
take off my shoes and stockings, and wade 
in the water puddles?” 
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Her mother said, “No, dear, not today. 
It’s too wet and cold.” 

And that little girl threw herself on 
the floor and screamed. Yes, she did, just 
screamed and screamed. 

Do you know some people, grown-up 
people, act just as badly when God says 
“No” to some of their prayers. 

God wants every one of his children to 
pray to him. And when we pray to him, 
we should first praise him, and tell him 
how much we love him, then ask him to 
bless his work in the church and mission 
field, and guide and protect us, and then 
ask him for the things we want, if he 
knows it is best for us to have them. 

God knows even more than our mothers 
and fathers what is best for us, and if we 
pray, “according to his will,” we will al- 
ways receive the right things. 

God always answers the prayers of his 
children. Our Golden Text is true, “The 
Lord will hear when I call unto him” (Psa. 
4:3b). But you must remember that some- 
times God has to say “No” to us, just 
as our mothers and fathers do, because 
he loves us too much to let us have the 
wrong things. 

One other thing: we hear many people 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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talk about praying, who are not God’s chil- 
dren. God doesn’t hear the prayers of sin- 
ners as he does those of his own children. 
The best thing the sinner can say to God is, 


“God be merciful to me, a sinner. I now 
accept Jesus Christ as my Saviour.” Then 
a wonderful thing happens. God accepts 


him, and he becomes a child of God. Then 
he can truly. pray to God. 
Other people’s children do not come to 
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with it if it were mine, when a hand was 
laid on my shoulder. It was my uncle’s 
hand; he had quietiy come into the room 
and I was so absorbed that I had not heard 
him. It seemed that he had slipped up on 
me and caught me in the act. I jumped 
as though I had been shot in the back. 
Then he quietly said: “Son, do you want 
that?” Want it? Nobody could know 
how much I wanted it; but I was too 
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it to me, saying as he did so: “Why 
didn’t you ask me for it, boy; I would 
have been glad to give it to you.” 

Well, fellows, our gracious Lord is that 
way, and much more. His feelings are not 
changeable, with occasional spells of kindly 
feeling and generosity. He is always good, 
always loving, always kind; and more de- 
siring to give us good things than we are 
to receive them. Just ask, he says — be- 


frightened to speak. He had sized up the 
situation; and he took the knife and handed 


lieving ; trusting his loving-kindness. And 
trust not only his willingness, but his power 


your mother and father, asking them for 
things, as you do. Satan’s children cannot 
pray to God, for God doesn’t hear them. 
Are you God’s child? Then you may 
make out your little prayer card, and al- 
ways pray to your heavenly Father. 


Moorsro, Cat. The Challenge of Russian Communism 


is Accepted by 
The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 


Militant atheistic communism has sought to dethrone God and has ordered Him out of 
Russia. But God still lives, and Time, His dependable servant, will sooner or later dispose 
of His enemies. We believe with all our hearts that some day, should our Lord tarry, the 








Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: How Simple! 
Discussion: What are the things which 
can be gotten by prayer—the impossible 


things? Russian door will open to the preaching of the Gospel. As evidence of our faith we pro- 
Objective: Learning how to prevail in pose to inaugurate a Russian Course to prepare now the witnesses who will be ready when 
prayer. the great day comes and the great door swings Open. ‘There are two million Russians in 


America, The graduates of this new course will have large fields for home mission service 
in our own land and then will be equipped and prepared to preach Christ in Russia when 
that privilege is granted. Millions of Russian refugees in many countries of Europe out- 
side of Russia also offer great missionary opportunities. 











AY, fellows, as I look back over my 





boyhood days I think of many things 
I would like to do over again. How much 
better I could do it. How many needless 
disappointments I could have saved myself 
if I had just followed a simple course in- 
stead of making it complicated by useless 
striving. Our Lord is giving us one of 
those simple courses in this lesson today 
about prayer. He says just ask and it shall 
be given to you. A very simple little 
word of only three letters —a-s-k — and 
yet it is the key that opens great treasure. 
Are you a treasure hunter? You may 
well be, for there is much treasure waiting 
just to be sought for. “Seek, and ye shall 
find,” says the Lord Jesus. 

I had an aunt I used to like to visit. 
She was very kind to me; she gave me 
cookies — delicious cookies. She seemed 
to think that I needed cookies, and did not 
even wait for me to ask for them. It was 
fine when I would be allowed to spend a 
day at my aunt’s; sometimes two days and 
a night. A lot of interesting things were 
in her house. But there was one drawback: 
that was my uncle. I was scared of him. 
He was a good deal older than my aunt, 
and was cross and irritable. His health 
was bad; he had dyspepsia. I’m afraid 
I did not want him to get well; I thought 
how delightful it would be if only my aunt 
were there. We got along so well together. 
My uncle was very austere. I felt that 
he disliked me. 

Among the many interesting objects in 
my aunt’s home was an old pocketknife. 
It lay on a little shelf by the mantel. For 
a whole year, each time I visited my aunt 
I noticed it. My uncle had evidently dis- 
carded it when somebody had presented 
him with a new one. With all my heart 
I wanted that knife; but I shuddered when 
I thought of what my uncle would say 
or do if I should ask him for it. So I 
would simply look at it and wish it were 
mine. Sometimes I would just stand and 
look at it. One day I was gazing at it, 
thinking of how many things I could do 


sound in the faith and whose hearts are 
the Lord to enroll in this course. 
September 10, 1936, © 


in this enterprise. 


Yours in the name of the One who said 
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Too long has the Church of Christ been merely holding its own. With many Chris- 
tians discouraged because of the recall-of missionaries and the narrowing down of some 
fields, we call on Bible believers everywhere to look up and take courage. 
never defeated. The day of victory is just ahead. 


We invite correspondence with young, English speaking Russian Christians who are 
urdened for Russia and who might feel led of 
It will start (D.V.) with the opening of our Fall Term, 


We invite the gifts of God's stewards who have faith and courage enough to invest 


We invite the promises of Christians everywhere who will pray daily for this new course, 
its teachers and students, and for an open door in Russia. 


“ Go ye into all the world ... and 
Lo, | am with*® you alway.” 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 


WILL H. HOUGHTON, President 
HENRY P. CROWELL, President of the Board of Trustees 


P. S. May we remind you to include in your thinking our Jewish Missions Course, 
one of the few such courses in all the world 
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Lord’s witnesses in His own land? 


325 North 13th Street 





IN THE HOLY LAND 


These happy girls and boys of Seven 
Nations are eight of the 350 children 
who are receiving Christian education | 
with daily Bible training in Mt. 
Lebanon. It costs $25.00 a year for 
each child. 


Will you share this blessed privilege 
of teaching and training one of them and praying that they may be the 
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—to give us more than we can ask or 
think. 


There is just one more thing: trust his 
wisdom, too, that he may answer our 
prayer in his own best way. “Not my will, 
but thine, O Lord, be done.” That is just 
the same as saying, “You choose what is 
best for me, Lord.” Then you get what 
is really the best, for it is a 


PHILADELPHIA, 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for March 15) 


1. Far better to teach the child, from baby- 
hood, to love the Lord, and praise and wor- 
ship him from the heart. Then line upon 
line, teach him God’s rules for prayer, that 
he may grow up to have power in prayer. 


2. No. God says he does not hear some 
prayers (Psa. 66: 18). 


: Faith (Mark 11:24); forgiveness of 
debtors (Matt. 5:23, 24; 6:14, 15); sub- 


mission to God’s will (Luke 22: 42). 


4. He may have given the teaching many 
times. It is recorded twice, once in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount; and in a shorter form 
m the passage in Luke, about eighteen months 
ater. 


He states, “after this manner pray ye” 
(Matt. 6:9). He himself used other words 
in prayer. The form given in Luke omits a 
number of phrases, alse uses different words 
in = phrases, yet includes all the essential 
truths. 


6. All of it except the one petition: 
ae us our sins” (Luke 11: 4). 


The right attitude in prayer, — trust and 
Ncchon from anxiety, — is shown in Luke 
10: 38-42; the petition to be delivered from 
the evil one is illustrated by the record of 
Christ’s absolute power over Satan, binding 
the “strong man” (Ltike 11: 14-22). 


8. To hallow God’s name is to give thanks 
in the highest degree, and all the petitions 
are made in the light of this form of thanks- 
giving for the Father’s gracious provision. 


9. Before and after his agony in the garden 
(Luke 22: 40, 4 


10. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22: 
20). This is another form of the petition, 
“Thy kingdom come.” (Rev. 20:21 is in- 
directly a prayer.) 


“And 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 22, Consequences 
Josh. 24: 14, 15. 


Sunday, March 15 


Putting Christian Purpose into Life 
(Rom. 12:1, 2) 


of Great Decisions. 





Mon.—God’s purpose for Paul (Acts 9: 
10-18). 

Tues.—When pride purposes (Gen. 11 : 1-9). 

Wed.—Purposes without God (Jas. 4: 13 
17). 

Thurs.—A purpose for all (Matt. 6: 31- 
34). 

Fri—A purpose completed (John 17 : 1-4). 

Sat.—Purpose to follow Christ (Luke 9: 
57-62). 











AUL has expressed for us the one great 
purpose that should be the dynamic or 
driving force in the life of every Chris- 
tian. Listen to his words, “But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted 
loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I 
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count all things but loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and do count them but 
refuse, that I may win Christ, and be 
found in him, not having mine own right- 
eousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith: 
that. I may know him, and the power of 
his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto 
his death” (Phil. 3: 7-10). 

Is this your purpose? If so, all of the 
other situations and problems in life will 
fall into their right relation, justifiable 
ambitions will take their proper place, 
zeal for service will find its wholesome 
outlet, and healthy, normal Christian life 
will be simplified and made clear if to 
know Christ better and better is the 
supreme aim of our lives. 


we 

But important as it is to have the right 
aim in our Christian living, if we stop 
there we shall fall short of accomplish- 
ment. Have you ever known anyone who 
always “aimed to do right,” but seldom 
did it? The archer who merely aims at 
the target no matter how keen his eye 
or correct his aim or how steady his 
hand never really hits the bull’s-eye. It 
is ejust so in purposeful Christian living. 
There must be an action of the will as 
well as accuracy of aim. 

Our Scripture lesson tells us what this 
action of the will is. It is the presenting 
of our whole being, body, soul, and spirit 
to God as a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1). 
It is the yielding up of the management 


.of our lives to one who alone is able to 


keep us from stumbling, from making 
blunders, and from lost motion as we run 
the race of life. 


Paul knew what it was to make just 
such a surrender to God. He had tested 
it and he knew that it was the most rea- 
sonable or rational thing that we can do 
(Rom. 12:2). All too often young peo- 
ple look upon surrender as an act that 
will deprive them of some of the good 
things of life. We hear some say, “Oh, 
that is all right after awhile. But I want 
to see life first.” God wants us to under- 
stand that we cannot really see life until 
we have yielded ourselves to him. The 
Lord Jesus came that we might have life 
and might have it more abundantly (John 
10:10). We have God’s promise that he 
will not withhold from us any good thing 
(Psa. 84:11). Satan’s lie would tell us 
that he has some of the good things of 
life, but he is a liar, from the beginning 
{John 8:44). Whom-will we _ believe, 
God or Satan? 

we 


Furthermore, God tells us that he has 
planned our lives, “for we are his work- 
manship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before or- 
dained that we should walk in them” 
(Eph. 2:10). Only as we know and do 
his will, can we realize the best that he 
has for us. Only as we yield ourselves to 
him, can we know what is “that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 
12:2). Those who have not turned. over 
to God the management of their lives can 
never be certain of God’s .will. He does 
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not reveal his will to satisfy curiosity, 
but only when we have shown him that 
we intend to do his will as soon as we 
know what it is. 


And notice also from our Scripture 
lesson that the matter of purposeful Chris- 
tian living is one of transformation, not 
merely growth. Growth has its place in 
the Christian life. We grow into his like- 
ness. We grow in our knowledge of him 
and of his will. But we never grow into 
being a Christian or into the surrendered 
life. We become Christians by definitely 
accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour, and being changed from death 
to life. Likewise, in the matter of sur- 
render we are changed, by the power of 
God through a definite act of the will 
from a life of self into the life that is 
Christ. It is by reckoning ourselves in- 
deed dead unto sin and alive unto him 
and placing in his hands the absolute con- 
trol of every department of our lives that 
we begin really to live for him. Then 
we may indeed grow in the surrendered 
life. Have you made such a definite de- 
cision? 

PHILADELPHIA, 





Children at Home 





Black Sugar 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


A true story, based on facts given in a talk 
by Arthur Bowen, Secretary of the South 
Africa General Mission. 

OWN through the jungle he came run- 
ning, a badly scared little black ‘boy. 
There was some One else in the jungle, 
too, some One who saw the frightened 
running feet and guided them along the 
very same path where walked a messenger 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. (For that is 
what a missionary is,—one whom the 

Lord Jesus has sent with his message.) 

The missionary was not going anywhere. 
He was just out for a little walk, for he 
was very tired and it rested him to get 
away for a few moments from the .mis- 
sion house. Of course he had to be care- 
ful about snakes, but he was used to them 
and did not feel afraid. So as he walked 
along, thinking of his home back in Eng- 
land, he looked up suddenly, and there was 
the little black boy running right toward 
him. 

“Oh, white man! white man! Save me!” 
And the cry ended in a scream of terror. 

The raissionary reached out his kind 
arms and gathered the panting little fel- 
low up close. “There, there, now,” he 
comforted, “don’t be afraid. I'll take care 
of you.” 

“Oh!” sobbed the child. “It’s the slave 
man, he’s after me! But I am not a 
slave, I’m a free boy and live ’way up the 
river!” And the tears fell faster than 
ever as he thought of his home so far away, 
for black boys and girls love their homes 
just as you do. 

“That’s right, tell me all about it,” en- 
couraged the missionary with his arms still 
around the trembling little body. 

“It happened when we boys were play- 
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ing by the river,” the child went on, “a 
big canoe came round the bend right toward 
us. We saw there were strange men in 
the canoe, so we started for home with all 
our might, but our feet grew heavy like 
stones and we couldn’t run at all. The 
strange men came up from behind and 
grabbed us, tied us tight, and threw us 
into their canoe. We knew then they were 
the awful slave-stealers, and oh, how scared 
we were! 

“After long traveling, the canoe stopped, 
and I was sold to the Mondanga tribe.” 
Here, the missionary folded his arms still 
closer about the boy, for the Mondangas 
were cannibals. 

“But I held my eyes to a way of escape,” 
continued the sobbing voice, “and one day 
when I went to bathe in the river I saw 
an empty canoe. There was a big stick in 
the grass, too, so when no one was look- 
ing, I slid into the canoe and tried to pad- 
die across the river. But the Congo is 
very wide and I could only be carried 
along by the swift water. Some of the 
Ulanga tribe saw me, and I was soon their 
prisoner. 

“One day a boy came and whispered 
to me of white men who lived near and 
who loved us black people very much. He 
told me I had better try to run away before 
I should be killed and eaten. So I came 
today, but they are following me, I heard 
—” the child broke off with a choke of 
horror. For right over them towered a 
great hard-faced African with a big club 
in his hand. 

“Give me this slave!” he thundered in 
a terrible voice. 

The missionary looked straight up into 
the cruel eyes and said: ‘“‘No, I cannot 
give you this boy. I have promised to take 
care of him. But I will give you ransom 
for him, — cloth, beads, brass, anything you 
wish.” 

“TI don’t want your ransom, I want the 
boy!” yelled the savage. 

“Well, you can’t have him,” declared 
the missionary again, feeling very much 
like David before the Philistine giant. 

Then the black man begun to curse and 
swear, and, raising his club, he made as 
if to smash in the heads of both the child 
and his protector. 

The missionary stood quietly, praying in 
his heart. And suddenly the big bully 
turned and stalked off into the jungle and 
was never seen or heard of again. 

“There now, you are safe. You must 
come with me and be my boy,” said the 
man as he led the little fellow up the path 
to the mission house. “And first of all, I 
must give you a name,—lI shall call you 
Sugar.” 

Now isn’t that a queer name for a black 
boy? But this little fellow was going to 
be a dear youngster, the missionary could 
see that already. 

So Sugar came to live at the mission 
house, and oh, how fast he learned to do 
things, —to clean a floor, polish knives, 
make a bed, and ever so many more tasks! 
Best of all, he learned that God loved him. 
All his life he had been so afraid of devils, 
for he had been told they were hidden be- 
hind every rock, tree, and bush, just wait- 
ing to jump out and grab him. Now he 
learned that the Lord Jesus is “stronger 
than all the devils that ever lived. Of 
course, this took away his fears, and Sugar 
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became a’ very sweet and happy-hearted 
little boy. 

As he grew older, he learned to read 
and understand the Bible. Then how he 
loved to go out with the missionary on 
his trips to the people around about them. 

One day the missionary felt that God 
wanted him to visit a new tribe far up 
the river. Calling for Sugar to come and 
help, he began to pack the canoe. When 
all was ready, they set out up the mighty 
Congo. For several days they traveled, 
resting when it was hot and going on 
again when it was cooler in the evening. 

At last one afternoon they reached the 
big bend in the river which told them the 
end of their journey was close at hand, 
and the missionary turned the canoe in 
toward shore. There stood a great com- 
pany of black people waiting to see who 
this strange white-skinned person could 
be who came paddling up to them so fear- 
lessly. 

Sugar was in the far end of the boat 
cooking something for supper. Suddenly 
he glanced up, and a strange look came 
into his eyes. Then, with a yell of delight, 
the boy leaped into the shallow water, 
waded ashore and was clasped in the arms 
of a big black woman. The missionary 
understood what had happened. All un- 
known to them both the Lord Jesus had 
guided them straight tothe lad’s own home 
village. 

You may be sure there was a real wel- 
come awaiting the missionary, and he 
stayed with this tribe many days, teaching 
them about God and His Son. When he 
went back down the river, he missed his 
little helper, but after all, he was glad to 
leave him to teach his own people the 
Good News of salvation from fear and 
from sin. 


Hovucaton, N. Y. 


An Opportunity to Hear 
Robert Harkness 


ANY of our favorite Gospel hymns 
today were composed by Robert 

Harkness, and his Golden Text choruses 
are published once a month in THE Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Times. Mr. Harkness is 
planning a transcontinental tour extending 
from May to October. His meetings are 
unique. They abound in unusual features, 
including stories of many of his famous 
hymns, impromptu composition of Scrip- 
ture choruses, instrumental variations on 
sacred themes, and illustrated musical lec- 
tures. Mr. Harkness presents the Gospel 
in a definite, clear way, and makes an 
appeal to the unsaved. No financial guar- 
antee is asked for any recital except an 
offering which is devoted to his expenses. 
Mr. Harkness’s itinerary follows: 

April 30.—Las Vegas, Nev. 

May 1.—Cedar City, Utah. 

May 3, 4.—Salt Lake City, Utah. 

May 5.—Ogden, Utah. 

May 6.—Rawlins, Wyo. 
7.—Laramie, Wyo. 
May 8-10.—Fort Collins, Colo. 
May 11.—Cheyenne, Wyo. 


May 12.—North Platte, Neb. 
May 13.—Kearney, Neb. 
May 14.—Holdrege, Neb. 
May 15-17.—Omaha, Neb. 


18.—Oakland, Neb. 
May 19.—Des Moines, Iowa. 
20.—Creston, Iowa. 
May 21.—Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
May 22.—Rockford, IIl. 
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May 23-31.—Chicago, IIl. 

June 1.—Holland, Mich. 

June 2, 3.—Grand Rapids, Mich. 
June 4.—Lansing, Mich. 

June 5-10.—Detroit, Mich. 


une 11.—London, Ont., Canada. 
une 12-14.—Hamilton, Ont., Canada. 
une 15-22.—Toronto, Ont., Canada. 


June 23-30.—Ontario Province, Canada. 

ee 2, 3-—Toronto, Ont., Canada. 

uly 5.—Rochester, N. Y. 

ie 6.—Utica, N. Y. 

uly gy, 8—Albany, N. Y. 

July 11-19.—Keswick, N. J. 

July 22 to September . 30.—-New’ England 

States. 

October 1-14.—New York. 

Those who would like ‘to avail them- 
selves of this opportunity to have Mr. 
Harkness in their Sunday school or church 
should write to him: at an early date at 
P. C. Box 204, South Pasadena, Cal. 


“Pilgrim's Progress” for the Blind 


OHN BUNYAN’S great: work, “Pil- 

grim’s Progress,” which is one of the 
masterpieces of English literature and 
which has brought blessing to untold multi- 
tudes of people, has now been reproduced 
in a remarkable new form for blind peo- 
ple. It has recently been recorded by the 
American Tract Society as a “talking 
book” for the Blind. The reading. was 
done by the General Secretary, .Dr.: Wil- 
liam H. Matthews, at the. Talking Book 
Studio of the American Foundation for 
the Blind. Twenty-five ‘sets of records, 
costing $12 a set, were sent as Christmas 
presents to various institutions for the 
blind. <A special fund was raised by the 
Society for this worthy enterprise, so that 
the blind can purchase sets of these records 
at a fraction of their original cost. It is 
interesting to know that the American 
Tract Society appropriated $1,000 in the 
year 1836 for the printing of “Pilgrim’s 
Progress” in raised letters. About ‘the 
same time the Society printed “The Dairy- 
man’s Daughter” and “Baxter’s Call” in 
raised letters. Next year the Society will 
begin a new century of service for the blind. 


CHURCH PAGEANTRY 


Returnable examination copies of New Pag- 
eants and Sacred Plays for Easter sent upon 
request. Users of Pageants should send at 
once for samples, Please give name of church. 


CHURCH PAGEANTRY 
124 N. 15th Street, - - - - Philadelphia, Pa. 


EASTER MUSIC 


SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHOIR 
FREE SAMPLES 
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S| NEW EASTER & CHILDREN’S DAY 
and Pageants 
SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 


Send for catalogof Plays Without Music 
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Two Fine New Books by Oswald J. Smith 


WORLD PROBLEMS 


in ~ pg te! Prophecy— Up-to-date facts— 
just the book for today— 128 :pages 
—handsome blue cloth .-. = - Game 


WHEN THE SPIRIT COMES 


‘A personal éxperience“valuable «+: 25c 
f t ve et eee 
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Selected Bible Passages 
to be Memorized 


pwteicgae- wer Scripture is one of the 
most profitable ways in which a 
Christian can use his time. “Thy word 
have I hid in mine heart, that I might 
not sin against thee,” said the Psalmist 
(119: 11). 

Three series of “Bible Text Folders” 
each containing about thirty or forty verses 
printed in full, have been issued by the 
American Tract Society. They are avail- 
able in a great many different languages. 
Series 1, based mainly on “Passages to 
Memorize” suggested by Helen Gould 
Shepard, contains passages on the follow- 
ing subjects: 


. The Ten Commandments. 
. The Lord is my Shepherd. 
. God’s Glory and Man’s Dignity. 


. Prophecy of the Messiah’s Sufferings 
atid Death, 


5. A Saviour from Sin. 
6. The Beatitudes. 


Series 2, also based on “Passages to 
Memorize” by Mrs. Shepard, contains 
verses on these subjects: 

God Desires to Help Those with the 
Right Spirit. 
2. A Prayer of Moses. 


3. Four Parables of - the 
Heaven. 


4. All Things ‘Work Together: 
5. God’s Word in the Heart. 
6. Ten Commandments. 


“Messianic Prophecies” is the subject 
of the third folder, also based on selections 
made by Mrs, Shepard, and it contains 
passages on the following: 

1. The First and All-Comprehensive Proph- 
ecy. ; 

2. The Betrayer. 
3. The Messiah from the Family of Jesse. 
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29th Year--" Travel free 


HOLY LAND _ “EUROPE 


Experience rsonally conducted Tours. 
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WICKER TOURS Richmond, Virginia 


“isthe ARK 9” 
in ETHIOPIA ™ 








is Isaiah's Prophecy concern invasion 
¢ taleoia A an air force bela se fullilled 
Will the Ark go back to Jerusalem ? 


This Aes additien to The Beacon Light Series gives 
a new conception of the present struggle in Ethiopia. 
Orders or Second Bdition pouring in. 
Pestpaid 50c. Rush your order today. 
INTERSTATE EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
417 Temple Bidg. Rochester, N. Y. 
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FREE, Our catalogue of music, etc. ae free to Pastors, 
Su ntendents, or Committees. 
NEW—Easter Helper. No. 22—1936 
More than roo recitations, drills, pantomimes, songs, 
etc. Material for all departments, 25 cents. 
Por Examination — nts, etc. 
A CROSS OF LIFE ae PEACE. 
THE CHRIST OF THE ENT Vote: 
SEVEN HO AYS WiTH TwE SAVIOUR. 
Complete in every detail—25 cents. 
BY THIS SIGN CON SQUEK (no music) 25 cents. 
FOUR PLAYS FOR EASTER (no music) 25 cents. 
he five above sent for examination. 
Mother’s Day Helper No. — 25 cents. 
All new; recitations, exercises, ap and a pageant 
and songs-f her's ay Ah 


lor Mot 
HALL-MACK CO., 124 N. 15th Sareet, Philadelphia, Pe. 
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4. The Sufferings and Triumph of the Mes- 
siah. 

5. The Seventy Weeks (i. e., Sevens). 

6. The Lord King Over All the Earth. 


The folders may be obtained at 1 cent 
each or 75 cents per hundred from the 
American Tract Society,.7 West Forty- 
fifth Street, New York, N, 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 

School Lesson Committee. 
March 9 to 15 
Mon.—Luke 11 : 1-13. 
Prayer to the Heavenly Father. 

Prayer Succestions: “Much more shall 
your heavenly Father give.” Nothing re- 
wards more than a knock at the door of 
Heaven. God never sends a sincere seeker 
away empty. The rule of his benevolence 
is, — “much more.” Strange that we miss 
this blessed pathway to the door of mercy! 
Prayer’s potency has for its ingredients the 
infinite fatherliness of God, the infinite 
value of the blood and intercessions of 
Christ, and the exceedirig great and pre- 
cious promises. You have had much bless- 
ing, but God has “much more” for you. 
Pray for Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 
Tues.—Mark 9: 17-29. Prayer and Power. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Why could not 
we cast him out?” There is a difference 
between what we can attempt for Christ, 
and what he can do through us. We also 
fall into the error of the disciples! “We 
cast him out’! When we are sure that 
“we” cannot cast out demons, we fast and 
pray. When we are persuaded that power 
belongeth unto the Lord, we put self-denial 
into our supplications. A Scriptural fast 
hastens and increases blessing. Pray for 
the Chicago Hebrew Mission, 1311 S. Ked- 
sie Avenue, Chicago. 


Wed.—Luke 22 : 39-46. Prayer a Safeguard. 

PrayYER SuGGESTIONS: “Pray, lest ye 
enter into temptation.” Prayer reduces the 
force of temptation. It is a mighty spir- 
itual weapon. “When I cry unto thee... 
enemies turn back” (Psa. 56:9). Chris- 
tian in the Valley of Humiliation triumphed 
by using the weapon “All Prayer.” Prayer 
means self-denial. Give up sleep at God's 
call (Psa. 132: 3-6). Prayer answers are 
worth more than they cost. Pray for Tay- 
lor University, Upland, Ind. 


Thurs.—Acts 9: 10-19. God Answers Prayer. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behold, he pray- 
eth, and hath seen . . . a vision.” The 
seeing eye accompanies a praying heart. 
Visions of rapture burst upon our sight 
in the closet of prayer. Things divine are 
revealed there, We shall have much to 
record “From Him to Me” if communion 
is frequent. Believe God answers prayer. 
Prove God answers prayer! Pray for the 
Faith Mission, 285 Lauder Avenue, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Fri—Acts 1@:1-8. Prayer and Guidance. 
PraYER SvuGGESTIONS: “What is it, 

Lord?” When we depend on God, we pray. 

Rivine guidance is our-answer to prayer. 
nly those who pray are divinely guided. 


ee 


(Lesson for Mar. 15) Feb. 29, 1936 


As we appreciate God’s wisdom, fove, and 
power, we wait before God. Time on the 
knees may save years of sorrow, Peace 
and a blessed providence are the portions 
of those who commune with the Lord. 
Pray for the Mount Carmel Bible School 
of the British Jewish Society (the school 
of the late B, D. Rohold), Box 206, Haifa, 
Palestine. 


Sat.—Acts 12: 1-11. Prayer and Deliverance. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Many were gath- 
ered together praying ... Peter knocked 
at the door.” The measure of divine bless- 
ing is “exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20). “Men 
have not heard . . . what he hath prepared 
for him that waiteth for him” (Isa. 64: 4). 
Spiritual poverty is largely due to our ask- 
ing for blessings by the thimbleful. “Thou 
art coming to a King; large petitions with 
thee bring.” Pray for the Evangelical 


Theological College, 3909 Swiss Avenue, 
Dallas, Tex. 


Sun.—Matthew 6 : 6-15. Sincerity in Prayer. 
PraYER SuGcEstions: Honesty of pur- 
pose in prayer is a divine requirement of 
intercessors, Genuineness is a condition’ of 
answered prayer. “Use not vain repeti- 
tions.” Be whole-hearted in approaches to 
God. Godly sincerity is the golden key 
that unlocks the gate to the mercy seat. 
“And ye shall seek me, and find me, when 
ye shall search for me with all your heart” 
(Jer. 20:13). Pray scrupulously.. Pray 
i Bible College, Columbia, 
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